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Brigadier Mohammed Usman who died n m ﬂ
Jhangar on the night of July 3-4, 1918 i S












“India will fight till the last raider is out of Kashmir,” said

.

Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in his first speech at
Srinagar after the invasion.
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AUGUST 15, 1947, found the State of Jammu and Kashmir in
a unique and unenviable position among the Indian States.

Other Indian States had no choice but to accede to the
Dominion with which they were contiguous. The State of
Jammu and Kashmir was contiguous with both India and
Pakistan.

Almost wedged between the two, with a common border with
both, and torn between its political and economic affiliations
with the two Dominions, the State of Jammu and Kashmir
could not make up its mind and pleaded for time to think it
over before casting its lot with one or the other Dominion.

While postponing the decision on accession, the Mabharaja
of Jammu and Kashmir sought to maintain the status quo by
immediately entering into a “standstill” agreement with
Pakistan.

At a press conference held in New Delhi early in October,
1947, Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, the leader of the largest
and the most influential political party in the State, appealed
to India and Pakistan not to hustle his people into a decision
on the fateful question of accession. He declared that his first
task was to achieve responsible government in his State ; when
he had accomplished that objective, he promised that he would
seek the people’s verdict on the issue of accession and faithfully
abide by it.

While Sheikh Abdullah was propagating this viewpoint in
the Indian capital, his emissary, Mr. G. M. Sadiq, one of the
National Conference leaders and at present a minister in
Sheikh Abdullah’s government, went to Lahore in order to con-
vince Muslim League leaders of the justice of the plea of the
people of Kashmir as expressed by Sheikh Abdullah. :

The Government of India accepted *Sheikh Abdulla
standpoint and even backed his demand for ‘and
ponsible government in the State of Jammu and Kash
Indeed, the Congress had always supported Sheikh Abd
all:d shis National Conference in their struggle for refor
rhe Srate. e

INTRODUCTION

i

OIS TR






INTRODUCTION 9
of the Indian Army were, indeed, formidable. But they were

rather rash when they concluded that the Indian Army would
be deterred by those obstacles.

BATTLE AGAINST ELEMENTS

[ncdian troops and airmen in Jammu and Kashmir fought

other foes besides the raiders. Their major battle was against
the clements. Fighting the raiders was the least part of the
campaign. No harder training ground could have been found

for free India’s armed forces. Compared with the terrain and
conditions of fighting in Kashmir, the Arakan and Assam
campaigns during the last war were almost a picnic.

From the arctic conditions in the Zoji La and Gurais in the
north to the mountain-to-mountain fighting in Uri in the west
and the steamy jungles of Jhangar in the south, Indian troops
in Jammu and Kashmir spanned a wide range of terrain and
climate. .

Foremost, the Indian army in Kashmir fought against thin
tenuous lines of communications, quagmired by rain, obliterat-
ed by land-slides and choked by winter snows.

The 200-mile long Jammu-Srinagar road is a geometrical
nightmare ; this is the lifeline of troops in the Kashmir
valley as well as of the civilian population. Keeping this
road functioning in fair weather and foul was the battle
in which Army engineers and the Pioneer Corps engaged
themselves and today thousands of tons of goods are carried on
this road everyday.

War in the Uri sector really meant fighting up and down
and on the top of a series of mountains eight to ten thousand
feet high. Clearing a road-block in this sector amounted to
clearing up the enemy perched on tlze top of the high
Mountains, flanking in waves on either side of the road. He
who took the offensive in this sector had first to demolish these
Plquets.

(%n winter they were snow-bound and yet thtougho_ut the
Winter of 1948, Indian troops—many of whom had never seen
SNow in their life and suffered from frost-bite—kept a vigil here,
Vigorously throwing back the enemy’s repeated attempts to
Penetrate into the Kashmir valley. '
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BOON TO KASHMIR

The labourers reaped the greatest material benefit from tl:nc
construction of roads in the Kashmir valley as well as In
Jammu. More than 100 miles of road for vehicular traffic and
as many miles of pony-track over high mountains, built at a
cost of Rs. 3.4 crores, have become a permanent boon to the
Kashmiris.

New and better roads, modern telegraph and telephone com-
munications and two all-weather airfields are other permanent
benefits brought to the people of Jammu and Kashmir by the
presence of the Indian Army in their midst. .

Out of the Rs. 75 lakhs spent by the Army in building winter
huttings in the valley, about Rs. 30 lakhs went into the pockets
of the local labourers in the shape of wages and the balance
of the amount was utilised for the purchase of local timber.

While the Indian Armed Forces fought the invaders back
and assured security of normal life to the people, the industry
and trade of the State slowly recovered and in some instances
even prospered. The Government of the State, with the help
of the Government of India, reorganised the transport system
and, by means of special measures, stimulated the export trade
of the State.

During 1948, silk factories in the State worked to their
maximum capacity, their turnout being 20 lakh yards of silk
cloth as against the annual average of four lakh yards previous-
ly. Formerly, Kashmir used to export 1,175 maunds of raw
silk annually, but during the last year its mills not only con-
sumed the whole quantity of raw silk produced in the State, @
but were wanting to import more from abroad to meet their
requirements. s

After the invasion in 1947, the forest industry of the State
received a great setback and revenue accruing from ex o
timber shrank considerably. But during the year 1948, 9,65,000
scantlings measuring 3,69,000 cubic feet and worth Rs. 12 crores
were exported through Jammu-Pathankot Road. @~

Fruits to the value of Rs. 65 lakhs were exported in 048
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manufacture and indigenous drugs. As regards i imports, &' 1
tea and plucguods were imported in sufficient quantities : :
meet the needs of the local population.

Above all, the jawan’s high sense of duty and dmphne and
his friendly and helpful bearing towards the civilians °ndﬁ!d
the Indian Army to the common people.

The happy relationship between Indian troops and the qﬂ,
ians was strikingly demonstrated when, after the cease-fire,
an Indian battalion withdrew from a certain village in the Ug
sector. The parting scenes were indeed touching. The
villagers came up to the Officer Commanding the battalion and -
with tears in their eyes begged him not to leave them. Ata
public send-off, their spokesman formally expressed the m
tude of the village to the OC of the battalion for the s 3
and peace brought to their village by Indian troops. '*"

As soon as an area was liberated from the invaders, Indi -5
troops plunged themselves into the task of rehabilitating th
people and r&tonng normal conditions in the villages. The
even lent a hand in harvesting their crops : they protected th
against disease and epidemics; they gave them work.
besieged Punch they even shared their rations with the refug {-V_I
and gave away tinned milk to children. . i
Bive
N

PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT .

Behind the protective shield provided by the Indian . *
for the first time in the history of the State, a people’s gove
ment flourished. The void created by the breakdown of
administration at the first impact of the invasion was m'- '
Sheikh Abdullah and his National Conference, and
to birth a people’s government in the State. &

The people of the valley rallied round Sheikh Abdul .,;:
they organised a volunteer corps to maintain peace and
mtheatyandpreparedtodefendthurhmthsmd
against the invaders. TheorderlyhfemSmagar
fateful week was at once a testimony to Sheikh /
fluence over his people and the Kashmiris’ determ
ddendthareounu'yagunuthemudmxfneadlm
bare fists. L '-1.1&1

This ad hoc administration set up by Shukh

',‘o'



davs of travail soon flowered into a full-fledged
overnment enjoying the confidence ol the people and
ine to ameliorate their lot under the abnormal u.mclmuns
war. The absolute ruler of the State was now

o a constitutional head.
he end of 15 months of gruelling fighting, in summer
and winter snows, the Indian Army had the satisfaction
ecuring the vital Kashmir valley against the invaders, en-
ing the safety of the Buddhist Ladakh lrmin('c in the
orth-east, lewr.din; a large part of Jammu pm\mu from the
hostiles, and confining the lmu to the border strip consisting

of the districts of Mirpur, Punch and Muzzafarabad.

In the summer of 1948 Pakistan threw off its mask and
admitted to the United Nations Commission Pakistan Army’s
participation in the fighting in Kashmir—what India knew all

tme and had been telling the United Nations Security
Council, and what Pakistan had been, till then, vehemently
denying. By then, more than two Pakistan divisions besides
32 “Azad” Kashmir Battalions had been put in the field by
Pakistan. For obvious reasons they stoppccl short of using their
air force, as that would have meant precipitating an open war

B between the two dominions.
n 3 T'he Hon’ble S. Baldev Singh, Defence Minister, inspecting a guard
of honour provided by a battalion in Kashmir.
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Lt.-Gen. S. | ;
Shrinagesh, :
GOC-in-C, .

Western
Command

who was then

5 Corps
Commander.

Left: Maj.-Gen. Kalwant Singh who commanded Jammu and Kashmir

forces from October 1947 to May 1948. Middle: Maj-Gen. K. §-
Thimayya, GOC, 19 Division, Srinagar. Right: Maj.-Gen. Atma Smgh,
GOC, 26 Division, Jammu,
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Brig. Yadhunath Singh who com- Brnig. L. P. Sen, who stet'nm'ed 1:""
manded our forces tn the Punch tide of r.aulc'r.\’ at yﬂ in the
“link u,‘)" operaltions. winter Hf 1947-48.

EADERS

Brig. H. L. Atal who commanded Indian
troops in the Zoji La operations.

Brig. Pritam Singh, Bri : s
« g Harbux Singh who com-
Hero of Punch.” manded our forces in ';‘uhul. B
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action, but he had halted their advance for two precious
davs.

But that was also the only resistance of any consequence that
the invaders had met in their drive towards Srinagar. Within
four days of crossing the border, the invaders had covered more
than half the distance to their coveted objective, Srinagar. They
overran Uri and captured Mahura, the electric power station,
5o miles from Srinagar, and plunged the latter city in darkness.
Now Baramula and Srinagar itself were threatened. It looked
as though nothing could stop the invading hordes from getting
to Srinagar.

When on October 25, the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir,
Sir Hari Singh, sent an SOS to the Government of India, the
fate of the entire State hung in the balance. The plea for
immediate military aid was supported by Sheikh Mohammed
Abdullah, the popular and undisputed leader of the people of
Kashmir. All his life, the Sheikh had fought the Maharaja
and his regime in the cause of democratic reform in the State ;
now in the hour of common peril, he joined his opponent in
appealing to India for help.

On October 26, the Maharaja signed the Instrument of
Accession, and the same day the Government of India took
the momentous decision to send military aid to Srinagar.

On October 27, the first batch of Indian troops under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel D. R. Rai flew to Srinagar.
They flew because that was the only medium of transport left
to them, at such short notice. By land, they would have been
too late. Some 300 miles of precarious fair-weather road lay
between India and Srinagar.

Over a hundred civilian aircraft were immediately mobilised
to fly troops, equipment and supplies to Srinagar. RIAF and
civilian pilots and ground-crews rose to the occasion and worked
day and night to make the air-lift a success. The ferry service
to Srinagar continued unabated up to November 17, during
which time 704 sorties were flown from Delhi.

Seldom in the history of warfare has an operation been put
through with no previous planning and with many handicaps,
not the least of which were almost non-existent lines of com-

Munication and a complete lack of intelligence of enemy
strength and dispositions. ' RNy S it

2




DEFENDING KASHMIR

-~

| B -
-~
ey, - LBt )

AP Sa s
RPN P 8-

3 Wl AN

N

A sentry guarding the Jammu airfield.

When the first troops were flown for Srinagar, they were
instructed to circle over the airfield before landing. They
were not sure whether the airfield had not fallen into the hane
of the enemy. As a matter of fact, the instructions to Col. Ral
were not to land if there was any doubt on the point, but 10
fly back to Jammu. After an interval of tense suspense,
10.30 a.m., a wireless flash from Srinagar announced the
landing of the first wave of troops. .._

The dispatch of troops to Srinagar was the responsibility o
the Delhi-East Punjab Command (now called Western Comt®
mand), which had originally been formed as an o
command to co-ordinate the numerous internal defence dutie®
in which the Army in Delhi and East Punjab was involve®:
following the partition. '
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I'he headquarters staff of this Command consisted of just
ight officers. The units under the Command had been fully

commirted on internal defence duties, distributed in penny-
packets, escorting non-Muslim and Muslim refugee
trains and foot columns and maintaining law and order.
[he training of units had therefore suffered considerably.

Most units had got somewhat disorganised folldwing.t.hc
partition of the Army and the withdrawal of the British
ciement.

[nstructions to send a battalion to Srinagar were reccived by
the Command headquarters at 1 p.m. on October 26. 1 bat-
walion of the Sikh Regiment, under Lt.-Col. Rai, which was
then employed on internal defence duties at Gurgaon, was
ordered to concentrate at Palam airfield.

By midnight on October 2627, the Commanding Officer of
i Sikh managed to assemble his battalion headquarters plus
one company at Palam. Clothing, rations and ammunition
were issued to the troops at the airfield, and by first light on
October 27, the Sikhs were airborne. The battalion head-

The first batch of Indian soldiers flown to Srinagar being rushed
to the front in civilian transport.
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wn in three RIAF Dakotas from Palam an
off in civilian Dakotas &vm Villingdo
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PoLatcr in the day, one more company €

protection duties arrived at Palam. Thesr ..

was still out on detachment duties and 'lnd In be brot

Delhi to be flown to Srinagar the following day. a
Six hundred out of the 704 sorties were flown un

supervision of staff officers of the then skeleton
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.ub-units, and led by commanders who knew modern tactics
ind the use of ground. s

Col. Rai's company was dcploycd on a hill along the .ma'm
road. Some time after battle had been joined, Col. R'm dis-
covered that large parties of raiders were working t.hclr way
around his flanks and that machine-gun fire was coming from
the flanks as well as from the front.

There was a serious threat of both his companies being en-
circled and annihilated. Thereupon, Col. Rai decided to with-
draw to Pattan, halfway between Baramula and Srinagar. He
got his reserve company away in buses and gradually began to
pull out his leading company which was at that time commit-
ted. He himself remained with the forward section to make
sure that all his troops moved back safely.

The last party of Indian troops had to run the gauntlet of
heavy fire in order to escape the trap. Many fell dead ; among
them was Col. Rai himself—the victim of a sniper’s bullet.
But he had succeeded in his object—he had staggered the
enemy, disorganised his column and halted his advance
long enough for reinforcements to arrive from India. By
his courage and dash vital progress in the saving of Srinagar
was achieved.

The troops, however, left without a commanding officer, fell
back to a point only 3'4 miles from Srinagar. But the same
night they went forward again, reoccupied Pattan and went
even further to the 26th milestone from Srinagar. There they
found the raiders swarming around the countryside. They
:lhen fell back on Pattan, where they occupied a ridge and

ug in.

Meanwhile, a brigade headquarters and a flight of RIAF
Spitfire, Tempest, and Harvard aircraft for closer co-operation
and air reconnaissance were flown from Delhi. The 161
Brigade arrived in Srinagar close on the heels of the 1 Sikh
Regiment. Brigadier L. P. Sen, who won his DSO in the
famous battle of Kangaw in the Arakan during the last World
War, arrived in Srinagar and took over command of all Indian
and State Forces in the Srinagar valley. |

The situation in the first week of operations in Kashmir can
best be described as “touch and go.” The threat to Srinagar
continued, even increased. For the Indian Army, the week




s 3 a M B e WS

— A,

DEFENDING KASHMIR

Lt.-Col. D. R. Rai, who died in action on the outskirts
of Baramula on October 27, 1947.

was one of desperate struggle to gain time for adequate troops
to be flown in from India. That struggle took the shape d"
offensive delaying actions. =

Scanty intelligence reports of the raiders’ movements indicat-
ed that there were at least four columns of raiders converging
on Srinagar and the airfield, one column moving from the west
from Baramula, another from the south-west, a third from the
north-west and a fourth from the north. X

On November 3, a company of the 1 Kumaon Regi
which in the meantime had been flown in, under
Somnath Sharma, went out on a fighting patrol to Badgam.
nine miles south-west of Srinagar and hardly half a mile from
the airfield. 3

The company ran into an enemy force, 500 to 700 strong, who
attacked supported by 3” and 2” mortars. The encounter |
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Maj. Somnath Sharma, who died in action at Badgam on
November 3, 1947.

ed over four hours. Maj. Sharma led his men with remarkable
skill and inflicted many casualties on the enemy. Brig. Sen,
realising that the Kumaonis were faced with a body of well
armed raiders infinitely superior in numbers, immediately dis-
patched reinforcements. But before they could reach the
Kumaonis, Maj. Sharma was killed when a two-inch mortar
bomb exploded near him.

The loss of the commander as well as the fierceness of the
enemy’s attack resulted in the two forward platoons of the
Kumaon company being overrun. The third platoon fought
on and when the reinforcements arrived, the situation steadied
up. The enemy’s casualties in this action were estimated at
about 200, while the Kumaonis suffered 15 killed and 32 wound-
ed. The air support by RIAF fighter aircraft to our troops
proved invaluable in this engagement, which removed an
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‘mmediate threat to the airfield and gave us more breathing

time. :

The day after the Badgam engagement, Sardar Vallabl}bhal
Patel, l)éputv Prime Minister, and Sardar Baldev Singh,
Defence Minister, arrived in Srinagar and found. that the
position was still very grave. They returned to Delhi the same
day and reported the position to a meeting of the focncc
Committee of the Cabinet. On November 5, an ad(.jltIOﬂal
battalion of infantry was flown to Srinagar and more reinforce-
ments were sent daily thereafter for some time.

When it was noticed that the raiders could bypass our
position at Pattan, 17 miles outside Srinagar, and infiltrate into
the city itself, Brig. Sen decided to pull back his troops to a
point 4'4 miles due west of Srinagar city. In so doing, he
strengthened the defence of the city as well as shortened the
line of communication of his troops.

Since the withdrawal from Pattan almost coincided with the
Badgam engagement, the raiders got away with the impression
that the Indian Army was in full retreat. They thereupon
concentrated their main body astride the Baramula road and
faced our forces entrenched outside the city.

Thus, while the enemy was preparing for a final assault on
the city, we were fast building up for an offensive ourselves.

Major-General Kalwant Singh arrived in Srinagar on
November 5, and took over command of all the forces in Jammu
and Kashmir. At the same time, one squadron of armoured
cars adventured their way to Srinagar by the perilous 300-mile
road from the East Punjab via Jammu and the 9,000 foot high
Banihal Pass and over ricketty bridges fit only for light tourist
traffic. In Srinagar, large crowds lined the route and loudly
cheered the cavalcade as it rumbled past.

The raiders’ main position had been spotted and the stage
was set for the projected offensive. On the mperning-of Novem-
ber 5, our troops attacked the enemy. A A1
troop of armoured cars and a detaclfrig
were patrolling in the ./. éa
manoeuvre back so as to take o
Brig. Sen sent one force of armourgfigg
the Anchar Lake to go behind the i
hinged on a village called Shelatang
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A village near Baramula set on fire by retreating raiders.
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column supported by armoured cars straight down the
mula road and a battalion of infantry to attack the raiders’
right flank. RIAF fighters gave close support from the air.

The battle of Shelatang lasted 12 hours. Trapped from three

sides, surprised by armoured cars and pursued from the aif
by the RIAF, the raiders fled westwards in disorder, leaving
behind 300 dead. In the words of Brig. Sen, “the RIAF, in
this crucial engagement and during the follow up, played @
decisive role.” A
With this battle the Indian Army turned the corner. 4
was a decisive victory, which broke the back of the enem
drive, demoralised the invaders and enabled us to go over ®
;l;lc offensive. It removed the threat to Srinagar once and f0
Indian fqrc? E;gk up the pursuit and arrived in Pattan B
same evening. The next da , November 8, made
Baramula, and after some skiZmisha on the ro:le,'»y entered '
town in the afternoon. - [af

To their great disappoin{ment, however, they fo\lﬂd | :

O (N
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t delay in their advance, caused by shortage of petrol,
d the main party of raiders to escape from Baramula
ong the ru.ui to Uri and Domel.
Even before we reached Uri, the Indian column ran out of
it least twice and had to wait for replenishment from
rar. The civilian buses borrowed by the Army were un-
1ble and too few to meet the needs.
i he momentum of this victory should have taken us straight
to Muzaffarabad if only we had enough petrol and mili-
tary motor transport. It was later revealed that the invaders
were in a headlong retreat and there were no enemy troops in
reserve even in Muzaffarabad to make a stand against us. In
between, most of the bridges had, of course, been blown up by
the retreating forces, some of them beyond repair and others
incapable of permitting even a diversion.
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THE RAPE OF BARAMULA

Inpran troops found Baramula in a shambles. The raiders had

run amuck in the town, burning, pillaging, looting and murder.
ing. Half the town had been burned to the ground; s

and houses had been sacked ; women had been abducted and
raped and men beaten up or butchered, irrespective of race and
religion. Muslims suffered as much as non-Muslims at their
hands.

The raiders sacked the Presentation Convent at Baramula
and murdered the Assistant Mother Superior, Sister Teresaline,
a Spaniard, and wounded the Mother Superior and desecrated
the holy images in the chapel. A former British officer of the
Indian Army, Lieutenant-Colonel D. O. T. Dykes, was shot
dead and his wife's naked body was found in a well. The
invaders then raided the hospital attached to the convent and
killed a nurse and two patients. They did not even spare the
cemetery where they smashed up the crosses covering the
graves. . 4

The remaining foreigners in the town, about 70 in number,
living huddled in a wing of the Convent, were however
on the intervention of some of the officers commanding the
invaders. National Conference workers were singled out
for torture and maltreatment. Mr. Mohammed Magqboo
Sherwani, a local leader of the Conference, was tortured anc
shot. .‘

The atrocities committed by the raiders in Baramula shocke
the world and their self-proclaimed role of liberators of Muslim
was scorned and spurned by the people. Lo

The Indian Army’s advance beyond Baramula was also slowe
down by the nature of the terrain and shortage of petrol. 1t
road beyond Baramula is overlooked on either side by thic
wooded hills ideal for ambush. Besides, the invaders :
blown up the bridges behind them in their retreat. s

One wooden bridge, four miles short of Ramp ir, was fe
destroyed by fire. Beyond Rampur, another bridge had b
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: troved with L'\}l]()\l'\(ﬁ\ A diversion was made at the first
I 'he second i)rll]l‘;«: covered a (lt‘C[) nll“:lh. and no
iversion was possible. ['hereupon, Indian infantrymen took
Ip the pursuit leaving their vehicles behind.
'he Mahura power house, which supplied electricity to
inagar, was found only slightly damaged and electrical engi-
cers who accompanied Brig. Sen’s column got it going within
ten days. The lights were on in Srinagar once again, symbolis-
ing the return of security to that fair city.

On November 14, Indian troops entered Uri, 65 miles from
Srinagar, without much of a battle. In fact, the punishment
that they had received at Shelatang had scared the raiders and
put them into headlong flight westwards.

With the recapture of Uri, the first and the most hazardous
phasec of the Kashmir campaign had been completed. An
immediate threat to the Srinagar valley had been removed.
Gruelling as the fighting had been on the ground in the initial
phase of the Kashmir campaign, the RIAF earned a great deal

A section of Indian troops on a hill feature near Baramula.
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A company of mules carrying rations, kit and other supplies to
the forward piquets near Baramula.

of credit for the rapid advance all the way from the gates of
Srinagar to Uri.

Experts, after investigation, had reported that no Spitfires
could operate from Srinagar. Two young RIAF pilots explod-
ed this theory by successfully landing and taking off from the
Srinagar airfield in the first three days of the campaign.

Arriving over Pattan on October 30, these two pilots did not
find smoke signals which the infantry had been instructed t©
lay down. Thereupon, they boldly landed at Srinagar to be
briefed. They then took off and strafed the raiders’ positions
beyond Pattan and returned to their base safely. ¢

Group Captain (later Air Commodore) Mehar Singh, DSO,
who was now personally conducting the air operations 18
Srinagar, asked for more Spitfires to be flown in. A
maintenance section and supplies were also sent. é

Apart from the daring and skill shown by the pilots, g
ground crews and airmen performed marvels of impro



C | ts flew s0 low over encmy positions that thewr
ft were hit by small arms fire. These holes were ;ufi'ﬁcli
und crews overnight and the aircraft were in the
vithun a few hours
! rinagar airficld being a rough airstrip was dusty, and
surface had been p()un'icd '!)}' the continuous movement
aircraft, the dust became a major obstacle to safe flying.
Instruments and controls became choked with dust and the
pilots and crew were caked with it from head to foot.
I'he accuracy of RIAF pilots in spotting and strafing raiders’
machine-gun and mortar positions and their superb reconnais-

sance work evoked well deserved tributes from the infantry.

THE GILGIT REVOLT

As the tribal invaders were triumphantly driving up the
Domel road towards Srinagar, in the remote northern frontier

A group of sappers of the Indian Army clearing a landslide m
the Kashmir valley.
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Air Commodore Mechar Singh (standing, second from left) with
the air-crew of Tempest and Dakota aircraft, before they take off
» on an offensive visit.

district of Gilgit, a local revolution was being hatched under
inspiration from Peshawar.

In pursuance of the British Government’s announcement,
the Gilgit Agency had been returned to the State of Jammu
and Kashmir late in July 1947. Certain British and Mus
officers of the Gilgit Scouts, a Frontier Military formauon,
actively conspired to sabotage the transfer and to get Gilgit
merged into Pakistan. )

No sooner had the newly appointed Governor of Gilgi
Brigadier Ghansara Singh, arrived than he was faced with
catalogue of demands from the officers and JCOs of the ;;
Scouts. These officers and JCOs made it clear that they wante
to serve Pakistan. Simultaneously, the civil establishme
struck work.

’I‘hus when the Jammu and Kashmir State took over ch: _
of Gilgit and Gilgit Agency, the entire administration had ¢@ o
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standstill. At Bunji, 34 miles from Gilgit, was stationed

¢ State garrison consisting of the 6 Jammu and Kashmir

nfantry less about two companies, composed half of Sikhs and

half of Muslims and commanded by Licutenant-Colonel Abdul

Majid Khan. The Muslim element in the State Force showed

pro-Pakistan sentiments and some of the units were heard to
raise pro-Pakistan slogans as they marched.

As the tribal invaders were knocking at the gates of Srinagar,
the tension increased in Gilgit, and on October 30, the Governor
ordered Lieut.-Col. Abdul Majid Khan at Bunji to proceed to
Gilgit immediately with as big a force as he could muster.

At midnight on October 31, the Governor of Gilgit found
his residence surrounded by about 100 Gilgit Scouts, led by
officers. In the morning emissaries of the Gilgit Scouts,
who continued to surround the bungalow, met Brig. Ghansara
Singh and demanded his surrender within 15 minutes, with the
ultimatum that if he did not surrender, all non-Muslims in
Gilgit would be shot dead.

—

Indian troops advancing under cover of a smoke-screen in the
Jhangar area.
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A bayonet charge in the Naushera area.

The Governor was put under arrest and a provisional govern-
ment was formed by the rebels. The “hero” of the revolutior
was a Major Brown, the British commandant of the Gilg
Scouts. Muslim officers of the Scouts and the State garr
were his co-conspirators. With the Muslim officers, the Mus|
element in the State garrison also deserted. The non-M i1
clement was largely liquidated ; some survived and escap
the hills and then joined the State garrison at Skardu. 25

A non-Muslim detachment at Janglot was massacred.
Sikh company at Bunji, hearing of the fate of their comra
at Janglot, fled to the hills heading south. Captain Mathe
another British officer, had however already cut thei
retreat by occupying Astore with a contingent of the $
The Sikhs thereupon wandered back into the jungles for a
night and then returned to Bunji hungry and bedraggled

|
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VMohammed Khan, Captain Sayeed, Lieutenant Haider and
subedar Major Babur Khan. Major Brown ruled Gilgit, while
aptain Hussain styled himself General Commanding at Bunji,
he garrison headquarters.

On November 4, Major Brown ceremonially hoisted the
Pakistan flag in the Scouts Lines in Gilgit. The function was
attended by all civil officers of the State. In the third week
of November, Sardar Mohamed Alam arrived in Gilgit from
Peshawar and established himself as Pakistan’s Political Agent
in Gilgit. Pakistan opened an air service to Gilgit and a stream
of civil and military officers poured in and the administration
was gradually taken over.

With the establishment of a regular Pakistan administration
in Gilgit, both Major Brown and Captain Matheson were
transferred to Peshawar and Pakistan officers took over com-
mand of the Gilgit Scouts as well as rebel State troops.

From all evidence available, the Mirs and Rajas of the
frontier district took no active part in the revolution.

Indian troops being transported across a river on a raft.
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[t is clear, from all accounts, that the revolution in Gilgit hag

connection or contact whatsoever with the so-called “Azag
Kashmir” Government in Western Jammu.

[t is, however, evident that Peshawar was the centre and the
North-West Frontier Premier, Mr. Abdul Qayum Khan, was
the inspiration of the entire movement for the subversion of
the established Government in the State of Jammu and
Kashmir.,

Sardar Ibrahim Khan, the leader of the so-called “Azad
Kashmir” Government in Western Jammu, kept close contact
with Mr. Abdul Qayum Khan and obtained large quantities of
arms from the NWFP to buttress his own revolution in Western
Jammu.

Our troops moving forward by improvised ropeways.

b aana Sl
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ON TO JAMMU !

WiiLe attention was focussed on Srinagar, a grave situation
was developing in the Jammu province, where hostiles had
seized a considerable stretch of territory adjacent to the
Pakistan border and were fast advancing towards the
capital.

Whereas Kashmir in the north faced essentially foreign
invaders, in West Jammu the raiders were reinforced by local
insurgents, backed from across the border with supplies and
equipment.

The State forces, which had taken up positions in key towns
near the border, had been surrounded at Mirpur, Kotli, Punch,
Jhangar, Naushera, Bhimber and Rajauri. Taking shelter
with them were thousands of non-Muslim refugees, hapless
victims of communal persecution and vendetta. Our aircraft
on reconnaissance had spotted fires raging in several parts of
West Jammu, particularly in the districts of Mirpur, Punch and
Riasi.

Rescuing the refugees and relieving the encircled State Force
garrisons became the first task of the Indian Army in Jammu.

Fighting conditions in Jammu were even more difficult than
those experienced by Indian troops in their push from Srinagar
to Uri. There were few roads in Jammu, and those few were
no more than “fair weather” tracks. The only road available
to the Indian Army was a narrow, winding, dusty road which
ran from Jammu city, through Akhnur and Beri Pattan, to
Naushera and beyond it to Jhangar, where it forked into two,
one leading to Mirpur and thence to the Pakistan border, and

the other going north to Kotli, Punch and Uri. e
Cut out of the sides of hills in many places and follc o



A Dakota plane transporting refugees from Punch to Jammu on
their return flight, after bringing munition to the besieged town.

The relief operations began with one column dispatched from
Jammu in the direction of Naushera and Jhangar and another
column moving south from Uri with Punch as its objective.
Along the Naushera road, a strategically important point
was the Akhnur bridge which had to be secured by Indian
troops.

Setting out on November 16, the Jammu column, under
Brigadier Y. S. Paranjpye, relieved the State Force garrisons at
Naushera and Jhangar by November 19. En route, it had only
a brief encounter with hostiles east of Naushera. The next
day the column advanced towards Kotli, and after a difficult
march, during which it encountered numerous roadblocks and
heavy sniping, it reached its destination. The garrison Was

relieved on November 27 and g,000 refugees were brought ouf
without loss of life.

The State Force garrison at l\rﬁrpur could not be relieved 28

no Indian troops were available then but it fought its way out
on November 25, bringing with it nearly 3,600 refugees.
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one dav’'s march and was forced to withdraw to Un

head of the column found that the State Forces had blown
» the bridge at Kahuta, eight miles short of Punch, mistaking
em for hostiles. One battalion under Lieutenant-Colonel
later Brigadier) Pritam Singh, however, sc rambled across the
stream and joined the Punch garrison.
hough the attempt to relieve Punch was not totally success-
ful, the additional battalion enabled the garrison to hold out
for one full year until it was finally re hc\ui. At the time there
were 40,000 refugees taking shelter with the garrison in
Punch.

Wing Commander M. M. Engineer, D.F.C., briefs the pilots before
take-off at Jammu.
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natrol was sent to probe the area, it counted 88 dead left behind
by the raiders.

On January 20, Lieutenant-General K. M. Cariappa took over
the Western Command. In the last week of that month, the
General paid a visit to Naushera, the headquarters of the 50
Para Brigade, commanded by Brigadier Mohammed Usman.
It was decided that the Indian Army should take possession of
. feature called Kot, five miles north-east of Naushera, with a
view to ensuring the safety of Naushera.

Kot is the highest point of a range of hills overlooking the
Naushera-Tawi valley. The enemy had a piquet on Kot and
his strength was estimated at 500, armed with two or three
3inch mortars, one or two medium machine-guns and four light
machine-guns. His defences were well sited and mutually sup-
porting.

Brigadier Usman launched the attack on Kot by first light,
on February 1, on a two-battalion front. An offensive visit of
RIAF fighters over the target to soften enemy positions pre-
ceded the D-Day. Though completely surprised, the enemy
fought back ferociously. By 10 o'clock, however, Kot as well
as another feature was captured. The enemy had fled, suffer-
ing 150 killed and 200 wounded. One medium machine-gun,
three rifles and other items of equipment were captured. Our
own casualties were 11 killed and 15 wounded.

Stung by this failure, the enemy massed his strength for a
major assault on Naushera itself. The attack was launched on
February 6, and the biggest battle of the Kashmir campaign
was fought. o

Under cover of darkness just before dawn, over 4,000 hostiles
stormed the Indian positions south-cast of Naushera, while (etd
another 3,000 attacked from the northeast. Simultancously,
some 5,000 hostiles attacked two of our piquets north-north-east R

to our positions in waves. They used medium machine-guns 3
and mortars in batteries as also a large number of light machine-
uns and quantitesof grenades. Al the atacks were repulsed
with heavy losses to the enemy. = sraiagadl ko Wl

q‘lli

broke battle and ran helter-skelter. The artillery, mortars and
machine-guns fired continuously for four hours at groups o
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hostiles trying to escape. The RIAF fighters pi

support during the battle of Naushera. They attac

positions, created road blocks and durupmd mpply

routes. i) Jn W
It is estimated that 15,000 hostiles attacked wshera in

waves. About 2,000 of them

actually counted—and a countless numbuzk

booty captured was equally mpmmve and inclug

number of Bren and Sten guns, rifles and &

casualties were 29 other mh killed anM

wounded. ey % obeed sld ., seoline oae \
The attack onTahdhnrmpammIMy&mew 1

engaged the enemy in bitter hand-to-hand fightis

enemy was chased our. w1
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ighting vehicles sighted a formation of over 2,000 raiders, some
{ them fleeing in motor vehicles. The Air Force was called
n and together they engaged this group effectively and dis-
persed it.

South-west of Naushera, near the Pakistan border, our forces
intercepted a loot caravan led by some 300 raiders. Coming
through the hills, completely surprising them, our troops
killed 60 of them and recovered the looted treasure.

To exploit the success gained in the battle of Naushera, it
was decided to recapture Jhangar. Maj.-Gen. Kalwant Singh,
General Officer Commanding the Jammu and Kashmir Force,
was personally in command of the operations. The advance
began on March 135.

The Indians fought in thickly wooded hills on their way to
Jhangar. The main opposition was met in the Gaikot forest,
where the raiders were in position with light and medium
machine-guns. Indian troops crawled through bushes and
pounced on the enemy, who hurriedly fled. From there,
the Indians advanced and captured Darhal fort.

The decisive battle for the recapture of Jhangar was fought
at Pirthal, a steep hill overlooking Jhangar. The hostiles, who
were entrenched on this hill, initially put up a stiff fight, but

their resistance collapsed when Indian troops pressed home
their attack. The hostiles were forced to abandon their posi-
tions so hurriedly that they left behind vehicles with their
engines running, stores, equipment and cooked meals. Indian
troops also seized Mark V mines, and large quantities of ammu-
nition and grenades. |

The RIAF played a valuable part in the recapture of Jhangar.
Days before the Indian column commenced moving from
Naushera, RIAF Tempests flew reconnaissance sorties over high
and thickly wooded hills, through winding valleys and awkward
gorges, spotting out cunningly concealed enemy-positions and
then hammering them systematically withfockets, "o
bullets. i g

The RIAF Dakota squadron, under/the &
Commander K. L. Bhatia, conveyed tgn&of

from barbed wire to rations and ampggfiti
ground troops’ forward bases, therebyzsas

ume. »
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Indian troops patrolling in the Sonamarg area.

With the recapture of Jhangar on March 18, the main land
route leading into the Naushera valley was secured and the
enemy’s supply line was disrupted.

Meanwhile, Punch held out gamely in the face of repeated
assaults by the besieging enemy. Brig. Pritam Singh, who now
took command of the garrison, set himself to the task of reorga-
nising life in the beleaguered town.

To facilitate a regular flow of supplies by air, it was decided
to construct an airstrip. Hundreds of refugees worked day and
night to complete the job within a week’s time. On December
13, the RIAF landed one section of a mountain battery. An
additional infantry battalion was flown into Punch cérly in
January. Brig. Pritam Singh organised local volunteers from
among the refugees into militia battalions to fight side by side
with Indian and State Force troops.

Punch. Thels welfans mae oy g to- ok il
£ithe garsison. Whan the sl cer TG W S
(t)har I1:ii[;)l)Cl{C(l .(luitc :fllt]utll ¥ Jl'm{ly sy e l)Ccal:fle n'ght ith

- —the troops shared their rations Wit
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gees and gave away their tinned milk quota to children

d women and the ailing.

Lo augment their foodstocks, harvesting operations in neigh-
enemy-held territory were undertaken. Indian troops
batches of refugees who went out and harvested stand-

rops through a hail of bullets. In one such operation, the
hans suffered nine killed and 22 wounded.

A\ simultaneous attack on four of our piquets was the direct

sult of the ferocity of hostiles’ assault on Punch. After a
thirty-minute engagement, the attack was repulsed. On
lJanuary 1, another strong attack was launched on three of our
piquets. This too was thrown back.

On March 17, at 5.30 p.m., after the last Dakota had taken
off, the enemy for the first time opened up with 3.7 howitzers,
with the airstrip as the main target. That night the enemy
pumped in 200 shells, while our own battery counter-shelled.
The shelling continued the following day, doing considerable
damage to the airstrip. The RIAF Tempest and Harvard aircraft,

A landslide, blocking the road, traps a jeep in the Sonamarg area.
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CuaptER IV
JOUST WITH “GENERAL WINTER”

DurinG the winter months, the Indian Army in Kashmir fought
two enemies. Holding the raiders at bay was easy. Through-
out the period, the raiders could not gain an inch of territory,
and every attempt to break through or bypass Uri was beaten
back resolutely. But the Indian Army’s joust with “General
Winter” was indeed a grim and heroic struggle.

A majority of our troops had never seen snow before. Nor
were they armed with special snow-fighting equipment. With
the blocking of the only land route to Srinagar by snow and
the stoppage of the air service, the supply situation became
acute.

In many countries, troops are given special training for snow-
fighting and issued special equipment. In the peculiar circum-
stances in which Indian armed forces were flung into battle in
Kashmir, there was hardly any time to train or suitably equip
them for fighting in almost arctic conditions.

When it became difficult to maintain the number of troops
already in Kashmir, to send reinforcements, even if it had been
possible to do so, was out of the question.

The Indian Army’s victory over the elements constituted a
fresh chapter in its glorious history, already replete with feats
of endurance and bravery. Far from yielding ground to either
enemy, our troops actually improved and consolidated their
positions on the snow-bound Uri front.

During these difficult months, the Indian Army in Kashmir
largely remained on the defensive, confining itself to long-range
reconnaissance and offensive patrolling. Its battle against the
clements was fought by lone piquets perched on snow-clad
mountains and by patrols venturing out into uncharted coun-
try, breasting the blizzards and hailstorms. _

In the middle of January, a party of 1,500 raiders, moving
along the north bank of the Jhelum, mmm‘efl"m“‘he_"m‘“‘
side of the Mahura power-house, intent on seizing or disrupt-

mg it. e DRtk
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Removing snow from a road in the Zoji La area.

Our troops threw a steel cable across the 100-yard width of
the Jhelum, and with the aid of ropes and pulleys, got across
the river under cover of darkness. Their heavy equipment and
ammunition were ferried. The column then fell on the raiders
at dead of night. Asleep and taken by surprise, the raiders
fled in disorder. Among the killed was their commanding
officer. '

An Indian patrol, composed of young men of 18 and 19, who
had just passed out of Boys" Companies, launched a surprise
attack on a raider-held feature north of Uri and expelled the
hostiles after a bayonet charge. The raiders counter-attacked,
using 1,000 rounds of small-arms ammunition and fifty 3-inch
mortar bombs. but were repulsed by the youths with the aid
of artillery.

After the engagement, 92 enemy dead were counted. Twenty
of them wore regimental badges of the Frontier Force Regi-
ment of the Pakistan Army. The number of wounded was
also heavy. The boys had been sent out with instructions only
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'e the enemy position on the feature, but they were
that they went further and finished up with a
which gave us possession of the feature.
lers made repeated attempts to storm our piquets one
ther. Every time they were bheaten back. Failing
break thro 1gh or bypass Uri, the raiders advanced over
rack linking Muzaffarabad with Tithwal and made for
lowar, in the northern approaches to the Srinagar valley.
Indian column met them there and dispersed them, recap-
ing some of the villages that had fallen into their hands.
In March, as winter began to wane, the activity of our troops
s gradually stepped up. The raiders were in occupation of a
series of high commanding features around Uri and north of
Mahura, and constituted a threat to our positions. Two columns
set out from our bases on this “fcaturc-hopping" expedition.
The Garhwalis and the Kumaonis moved out from different
points. The Garhwalis marched 12 miles northwards, crossed
the Jhelum, and then wrested from the enemy a 7,706 foot high

A bull-dozer clearing the snow on the Banihal Pass at a height
of over 9,000 ft.
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feature, killing and wounding 40 of the enemy. Our
casualty in the action was one killed. They were constangy
on the move till April, taking other features, including a 9,009 ﬁ;"
foot high hill beyond Uri. This last feature was captured inh""
conjunction with the Kumaonis and with artillery support.
Covering 30 arduous miles from their starting points, the
two columns played havoc with the raiders’ lines of communj.
cation to their hill piquets, isolating them from their bases,
The Kumaonis’ gains in this expedition included a 7,760 foot
high feature three miles north of Mahura and the 8,000 foot
high Kopra Hill. In the first engagement, 50 of the enemy i
were killed and one light machine-gun, a few rifles and 6,000
rounds of small-arms ammunition were captured. The second
engagement lasted nine hours, at the end of which the enemy
fied, leaving behind a large quantity of equipment. These 1
operations finally removed the threat to the road to Uri. ¥
All this time, the battle against “General Winter” was being
fought with grim tenacity. Though by March, the Indian
Army was fairly on top and had nearly won this battle, earlier
our troops went through tribulations. At one stage in February, |
the Indian Army’s supply depot at Srinagar had just ten gallons
of aviation spirit in stock. Other supplies for the troops were
also dangerously short. The civil population—whose morale
was a most important factor in these operations—suffered acute:
1y from a shortage of salt, which sold at Rs. 10 a seer in Srinagar.
The brunt of the battle against winter was, however, borne
by Indian Army drivers and sappers. In the past, for four
winter months of the year, the Banihal Pass, choked with snow
used to remain closed to traffic. The Madras Sappers and
Miners valiantly strove to keep this pass, the bottleneck of t
Jammu-Srinagar road, clear of the snows. The drivers worke
overtime and without rest in order to bring supplies to
snow-besieged city. v
Fourteen miles on either side of the 150-yard Banihal tunt
was a veritable death trap. The tunnel was repeatedly sealt
off at either end by 30 feet of snow. A handful of sappers
drivers and ill-clad local labourers were the heroes of this ba
On occasions, the sappers worked from seven in the mor
till two next morning without rest, pulling out vehicles buri
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rv they were well entrenched, while our troops remained
e defensive, owing to the limitations imposed by winter.

Winter also gave our commanders, for the first time, some

pite to think and plan and regroup. Kept on their toes from

yment the troops landed in Srinagar on October 27, they

> kept hurrying about, plugging in leaks in the hastily pre-

| defences, relieving encircled State Force garrisons and
rescuing thousands of non-Muslim refugees.

Maj. Gen. Kalwant Singh, GOC, Jammu and Kashmir
Force, had valiantly struggled to build up a fighting machine
from scratch, even while he fought a well prepared and resolute
enemy. Now he gradually geared that machine for planned
offensive operations.

Srinagar had been rendered safe. The menace to the
Pathankot-Jammu line of communication had been effectively
removed. By a forward policy and the institution of a chain
of piquets, the Pakistan-Jammu border had been largely sealed
off against nuisance raids from across. Our forward positions had
been consolidated. The situation in the territory already held by

Indian troops on patrol in the snow-bound north.
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the Indian Army had been stabilised and normal life restoreq,

[he task of I(tmking after and administering relief to thoy.
sands of rescued refugees also largely fell to the lot of the Indiap
Army. While Srinagar was blest with communal harmony,
the situation in Jammu was complicated by communal tension,
which made the task of Gen. Kalwant Singh and his troops g
the more difficult. :

[t was a backwash of the terrible happenings in the adjacent
Punjab. As non-Muslim refugees poured into Jammu from
across the border, with their harrowing tales of suffering and
misery, they produced repercussions in the State resulting, in
some cases, in retaliatory disorders.

As winter gave way to spring, the back had been broken of
all these problems, and Gen. Kalwant Singh now planned to
move forward.

As already related in the preceding chapter, the mighty defeat
sustained by the hostiles at Naushera was immediately followed
up by our troops recapturing Jhangar on March 18.

The Indian Army in Jammu and Kashmir was now poised
for an offensive.

A convoy creeping up on the Banihal Pass.
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CiapTER V
THE LEAP FORWARD

| st objective of the spring offensive in Jammu was Rajauri,
mles north-west of Naushera. The operation was dis-
zuished by careful and elaborate ground and air planning.

v advance began on April 8. The j3omile stretch of

miry which the Indian troops had to traverse was thickly

oded and well defended with enemy machine-guns and

Barwali ridge, seven miles north of Naushera, was the first
hurdle. The ridge was held by uniformed, steel-helmeted
hostiles, armed with 3inch mortars, two medium machine-
guns and eight light machine-guns.

Indian armoured vehicles and a Dogra battalion had been
ordered to present themselves at g a.m. at Nadpur Sarai, a point
facdng Barwali ndge. and the attack was scheduled for 12.30
pm The enmemy, however, fired the first mortar bomb at

11 am. Our guns and machine-guns immediately silenced the

mortar.

The approaches to Barwali ridge were difficult and a frontal
attack was necessary. The Dogras had to wade through waist-
deepumandcamemdaﬁre&ombothﬂanksoftheridge.
Moving under cover of heavy fire and effectively supported by
tanks they charged the enemy’s positions and occupied their
objective by 4 p-m. Later in the day, the hostiles launched a

Chingas, half-way to Rajauri, was the next objgctiv.e. Lymg
on che old Moghul rout linking Naushera and Rajauri, Chingas
was the base from which the hostiles had launched their abor-
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Brig. Harbux Singh with two other officers locating enemy-
positions and pin-pointing them on the map.

and reached Katari village overlooking Chingas. Chingas itself
was entered by armoured cars. The armoured cars found the
town in flames. The raiders had resorted to arson and murder
before departing. It was a “scorched earth” policy with a
vengeance.

On the right flank, Rajputana Rifles operating from Kot
maintained their advante and reached Mal village. On the
morning of April 12, the Jats came down into the Chingas
valley and after crossing the Tawi, captured a hill overlooking
Rajauri. An armoured column followed by Kumaonis entered
Rajauri late that evening. This operation saved the lives of
1,200 to 1,500 refugees, mostly women. Of these 300 to 500 had
been lined up to be shot when our column arrived.

In this operation, Indian troops had not only to contend with
well prepared and well sited enemy positions but also numerous
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adblocks. It cost the hostiles approximately
the Indian Army suffered 11 killed and 48

iies committed by the hostiles in Rajauri put
in the shade. Our troops expected a warm \u]me
refugees as well as local inhabitants. When they
the town, they were appalled by an eerie silence.

R was a city of the dead and dying.

re the hostiles departed, they had carried out a general
massacre of the non-Muslim population. Heaps of rubble,
mass graves and decomposing corpses told the tale. So did the

sword and hatchet wounds and burns on the person of the
survivors, who slowly trickled back to their destroyed homes.
[hree gaping pits, each 50 square vards in area and 15 feet
dcw were full of corpses. The hostiles had not had the time to
bmv them all, and more were being discovered by our patrols
every day. In one spot were found broken, multicoloured
bdnfrlu and women’s sandals and marks of blood. Children’s
handq were sticking out of the graves in mute appeal to heaven.

A convoy of mules led by Indian troops carrying ration and
ammunition to forward piquets in the Naushera sector.
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Sub-Area was added to the Jammu and Kashmir set-up.
Maj.-Gen. Kalwant Singh went to the Army Headquarters as
the Chief of the General Staff.

Later, in October, a Corps Headquarters was set up in com-
mand of the two divisions and the L of C Sub-Area to relieve
Western Command of the direct responsibility. Lieutenant
General S. M. Shrinagesh was appointed the Corps Comman-
der, and Air Commodore A. M. Engineer took over the
command of No. 1 Operational group of the RIAF which
planned and executed all air operations in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The spring in Kashmir was devoted by both sides to building
up for the impending burst of operational activity on that front.
While the Indian Army was ambitiously planning a drive from
Uri in the direction of Domel and Muzaffarabad, the enemy
was busy bolstering up his defences to meet this threat and, at
the same time, was pushing north-eastward via Gilgit with the
intention of opening another front and knocking at the back-
door of the Srinagar valley.

Gen. Thimayya's projected offensive was directed towards
Muzaffarabad on the western border. Brig. Sen was to
advance from Uri along the Domel road, while Brigadier
Harbux Singh was to make a wide sweeping right hook via
Handawar to Tithwal—a point hardly 18 miles on the northern
flank of Muzaffarabad.

Starting on the night of May 17-18 from Handawor, 40 miles
north-north-east of Uri, Brig. Harbux Singh’s column made
good progress, and on May 23, entered Tithwal, covering 40
miles in six days through difficult roadless country.

The raiders were taken completely by surprise. Thirtyfive
prisoners, including Lieutenant-Colonel Sikandar Khan and
four other ranks of the Pakistan Army, and one 3-inch mortar
were captured at Tithwal. The enemy casualties. in this ad-
vance were 67 counted killed, and our own 17 killed and 31
wounded. ¢ :

In the course of the advance, Indian troops came up against
strongly entrenched enemy positions on oommmdmg hills.
They were reduced only after fierce, tenacious fighting. Numer-
ous snipers along the line of advance were effectively dealt with

by Indian artillery.
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and safety. The parachute canopy was entangled in the
branches of a tree and the pilot was dangling in mid-air by the
rigging lines. Determined to finish him off, the enemy
dirccred a murderous fire with 3.7 howitzer and mortars
at the tree which was later found completely obliterated.
During the firing the parachute lines were shot away and

the pilot fell to the ground and made good his miraculous
¢sca : )C.

I'he capture of Tithwal signified a major blow to the raiders,
as it was dangerously close to Muzaffarabad, their main base,
and it disrupted their main line of communication with their
forward bases in the north and north-east.

Supporting the direct attack on Tithwal, another column
simultaneously advanced towards Tragham, 20 miles north-
west of Handawor. Notwithstanding tough opposition, they
pushed on and then striking towards Tithwal, finally ended up
by capturing Nustachar.

Brig. Sen set out from Uri on May 20, with one battalion north
of the Jhelum, two battalions south of the road and one

Indian Army engineers levelling the ground to build a bridge
across a river.
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['he enemy was dislodged only after three bayonet charges. His
casualties were 20 killed and 35 wounded. His losses in equip-
ment were 16 light machine-guns captured. In the meantime,
] Jlumn from Tithwal cleared the area north of the
Kishenganga of the enemy.

['hen the weather took a hand. It rained ceaselessly for two
davs, converting dry nullahs into raging streams and grounding

our aircraft. Both the columns were being maintained by air.
The operation had to be postponed. The column from Uri
returned to its base.

Yet another manoeuvre was attempted—this time a left hook.
A Gurkha battalion was sent down south along the Urusa
nullah, while another battalion advanced to Ledi Gali. Amidst
a hail of grenades and bullets, the Gurkhas captured the 10,924
foot high Pir Kanti ridge on June 28, with a kukri charge. The
enemy casualties were 54 counted killed ; our own 7 killed and
51 wounded.

A column sent from Punch towards Bagh, an enemy strong
point ten miles south of Chakoti, with the object of drawing the
enemy from the Uri front, encountered stiff resistance and only
partially succeeded in its object.

On July 10, the U. N. Commission on Kashmir arrived in
India. The Commission appealed to both sides to refrain from
offensive activity while they carried out their investigations.
The Government of India immediately responded to the appeal
and the Indian Army in Kashmir and Jammu was directed not
to undertake fresh offensive action.

Pakistan, however, paid little heed to the appeal and launched
a counter-attack at Pandu and recaptured it and also attacked
our positions north of Kishenganga in the Tithwal area.

Pakistan, which had till now strenuously dentn:d guel:;t pcaorti-
cipation in the Kashmir fighting, confessed to the U. N. Com-
m[i)ssion that since May the Pakistan Army battalions had been
fighting in Kashmir and that the Pakistan Army headquarters
were in overall command of the operations in Jammu and
Kashmir on their side of the line. The reason advanced was
that the Indian Army’s summer drive constituted a threat to
Pakistan's interests in Kashmir as well as o the b’order.

Since the push began on May 17, General 'I'Iumayyaa troops
had cleared a 1 1-mile stretch of road between Urusa and Url, and
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ip with Punch, however, proved temporary, as we

| ¢ requisite number of troops to maintain it.
time Jhangar continued to be the favourite target of
iy's artillery practice. On the night of July 3-4, the
Ol “1-'“1}4-‘”' was more intense than usual. 'Sumc 600

~—

S cre pumped into our positions in Jhangar that night.
On them took the life of Brigadier Mohammad Usman, the
he ¢ the battle of Naushera—an officer who distinguished
himsclt as an outstanding soldier, a fearless leader and a popular

man who was loved by his jawans and trusted by the local
civilian population.

e was the fhirst brigadier to be killed in the Kashmir cam-
paign. At his death there were rejoicings in “Azad Kashmir”
territory as well as in Pakistan, as he had become a terror to
the enemy. In India he was hailed as a national hero. His
body was flown to Delhi, where he was given a State funeral,
with full military honours. The Governor General, the
Prime Minister and other Cabinet Ministers attended the

funeral.

Indian troops on the march in the Naushera sector.
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Cuar1er VI
THE “ARCTIC” FRONT

Tue raiders’ plans for the summer lay in a different dir
the north-easterly direction. Losing all hopes of pier
Indian Army'’s steel ring in the west at Uri and i in
west in Jammu, they sought new adventures in the
semi-arctic, barren districts of Baltistan and Ladakh.
Between those districts and the Kashmir vallgy
gaunt, forbidding Himalayan ranges, with a few diffic

weather, snow-covered mountain tracks serving as tk > only lin

Their very inaccessibility made those districts
activities of the raiders, putting them heyond myn
Indian Army’s azmmom.;.,l Gl
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t column of two (()ln[);]ni(-\ set out from .\l‘il\:lg.’ll‘
and moved 1n small parties of platoons. Three
their destination after a month’s trek in snow

{s. The second relief column consisting of one
Srinagar on February 17. This column and the

f the first column held up en route were engaged at

G o raiders armed with 3-inch mortars.
hundred raiders ambushed the rear of this column
el iles north of Parkutta. The raiders hurled stones and
om hill tops. The commander of the relief column,
b IFagir Singh, was wounded and the column scuttled.
Our casualties in this attempt were 26 killed, seven missing,
belicved killed, and 18 wounded. Ammunition and baggage

were looted. The remainder of the column withdrew to Kargil,
70 miles south of Skardu.

A third column was dispatched for Skardu on April 8. The
head of the column reached Parkutta on May 8. Toltu was
reached by the rest on May 11. Bur further advance was
impossible owing to heavy opposition. The column was cut off

A forward piquct in the Uri fector. Indian soldiers coming out
of a bunker at the top of a hill and going out on patrol.
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A mobile 3-anch mortar positioned for action in the Zoji La area.

Razdhanangan, where was established the base for our opera-
tions. Two infantry battalions and a mountain battery were
concentrated for the job. Facing our troops and entrenched in
the Gurais valley were five companies of the Frontier Constabu-
lary, 250 Chitral Scouts and 300 Gilgit Scouts, well armed and
equipped and led by regular Army officers, including State
Force deserters, with intimate knowledge of the country.
Gurais is a valley through which flows the Kishenganga:
dominated on either side by a series of ranges of the Himalayas,
running parallel to each other and nowhere below 11,000 feet
with most of them snow-covered all the year round. D-Day
was June 25. The operation largely consisted of climbing Up
and wresting from the enemy a series of steep snow-man
features. The process began with the capture of Menon it
(12,857 feet) and Shete Hill (11,978 feet) and culminated in the
conquest of the forbidding 14,218 foot high peak, Kesar. 1
peak was assaulted by our troops in a blizzard in the middle
of the right. P
Wet and shivering, the Indian Army troops kept up ﬂ"‘
momentum of their advance under a hail of machinc-g\ll"dz'};
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mor! ¢ and were in Gurais by June 28. Behind the capture
of G lies the story of phenomenal endurance and persever-
ance the Indian Army troops and their engineers. It was
q moun uneers’ war fought in arctic conditions. Our troops
were poorly clad for that kind of winter. Fortyfive mules died
in the cold and the mountain guns had to be man-handled in
blizzard and snow.

The fleeing raiders left behind a trail of their dead. The
raiders also lost heavily in equipment and supplies. The most
precious booty captured by our troops was the Frontier Con-
stabulary blankets. Almost following on the heels of our
advancing troops, Indian Army engineers unrolled a jeep
track, from Bandipur to Gurais, a distance of 42 miles, within
four weeks.

In the north-east, the raiders penetrated the Zoji La and
infiltrated into the Sonamarg valley. The Patialas guarding
this gateway to Srinagar reacted energetically. They imme-
diately engaged them and chased them beyond the Zoji La.
The Patialas mounted guard at the Zoji Pass by establishing

Mules carrying rations in the Uri sector. They are the only
dependable transport in the snow-covered hills of Kashmir.
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piquets at 16,000 foot high peaks, while a jeep track Crepy
towards them from .\',un;un:trg.

On August 14, the Skardu garrison was at last overwhelmeq
and surrendered to sheer weight of numbers. The State Force
troops resisted till the last, with no hope of either relief or
victory. The OC of the victorious Pakistani troops reported
back to his headquarters: “All Sikhs shot, all women raped.”

With the fall of Skardu, as apprehended, the raiders doubled
their pressure on Leh. In August another company of Gurkhas
was flown into Leh. In the same month two more companies of
Gurkhas plus 8oo rifles were also sent to Leh along the 203-mile
mountain track via Manali in East Punjab. Yet another
column followed them along the same route on September 12,
with 400 mules and 1,000 porters. Thus the defences of Leh
were reinforced betimes to meet the danger.

A lonely piquet in a forward arca.
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ON THE ROAD TO LEH

As the precious summer months were fading out, the Indian
Army had the satisfaction of securing the safety of the Kashmir
valley against invasion from the north and the north-east, thus

completing the steel ring around the valley.

But two important jobs still remained outstanding. Both the
tasks had to be accomplished before winter, if a calamity
wvere to be averted. These were () reopening the road from
Srinagar to Leh and removing the menace to the Buddhist
district of Ladakh, and (b) the relief of the Punch garrison,
which had gallantly held out for a year against repeated assaults
and whose position was getting precarious under intensified
pressure from the besieging forces. Both were purely relief
operations, in no way contrary to the agreement with the UN
Commission that no action would be taken that would aggravate
the situation.

The Zoji Pass, 64 miles north-east of Srinagar, which links
the Kashmir valley with Ladakh, is dominated by high peaks
on either side and is about two miles long, debouching into the
Gumri basin. |

Indian troops effectively controlled the western approaches
to the Zoji La, but the raiders held three ridges around the

. These three ridges, named by the Indian troops,
“Chabutra,” “Machine-gun” and “Mukund,” had to be cleared
of the enemy before the Indian Army could :.ndvance towards
Kargil, an important junction of the raiders’ line of communi-
cation from the north to Ladakh. _ e

With plenty of time to choose his defensive positions, the
raiders had sited their weapons to cover the defile along which
our troops would have to advance, while on a sheer cliff known
as “North Ridge,” far down the centre, he had mounted
a mountain-gun to command the whole pass. =

The first attempt to break through the Zoji Pass was made
carly in September. While Patialas were ordered to hold to

their positions flanking the Zoji La, one battalion of Gurkhas
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was to carry out a diversion along a left hook to Dras via
Botkulamgan), and a company of another Gurkha battalion,
setting out from Pahalgam, was to demonstrate towards Suru.
Mahrattas and Jats were to carry out a frontal assault.

[he Gurkha battalion advancing to Botkulamganj came up
against glaciers and found the tracks shown on the map non-
existent. It had therefore to be withdrawn. The Gurkha
company demonstrating towards Suru encountered heavy
opposition. The main column captured a feature on the other
side of the pass on September 6. It was, however, recaptured
by the enemy. The Indian column then advanced on a two-
battalion front.

On the night of September 13-14, Mahrattas and Jats
attacked two features. They reached within 3o yards of
their objective, but were pinned down by heavy enemy fire.
The Indian column suffered very heavy casualties—one entire
company was involved, and on the following day fighting
patrols were sent out to bring them out.

The operation was called off when it was realised that enemy
caves positioned on the side of cliffs could not be reached by the
trajectory of our artillery, nor could air support be effective
in the circumstances. There was also no room for manoeuvre.
The enemy was holding precipitous heights. His positions on
the edges of cliffs were difficult to climb.

It was then decided that movement from our side was possi-
ble only by night or under cover of fire from tanks. The first
alternative was ruled out as the hours of the night would prove
insufficient for completion of the operation.

The second alternative was workable, if only the tanks could
be brought up to this height and all the distance from Jammu.
The tanks could sit in the pass with impunity, ignoring the
enemy small-arms fire, and blanket his bunkers with shells,
while our infantry advanced. But if tanks were to be brought,
a road had to be constructed.

The bold decision was taken. In less than two months, the
Thangaraju road—named after Major Thangaraju who planned
the project—from Baltal to Zoji La, was laid down. At places
the road had to be hewn out of sheer rock.

From Jammu to Baltal, seven Stewart (“Honeys”) tanks
travelled a distance of 260 miles incognito and under strict
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Mules crossing a mountain stream i the Naushera sector.

secrecy. They were covered with shrouds to conceal their
identity. On the way, the tanks negotiated the frail Ramban
bridge.

From Baltal to Zoji La, the tanks negotiated their way around
slippery hairpin bends and up a gradient of 3,000 feet in four
miles.

D-Day was October 20. Rain and snow on October 20 com-
pelled postponement of the operation, and at one time it looked
as though it could not be launched until the following spring.
November 1 was fixed as the last possible date for launching
the operation, because any delay beyond that date would have
made stocking across the Zoji La impossible, as the pass became
blocked with snow in December.

Fortunately the weather cleared up in time, and under the
natural cover of cloud, the tanks moved out at 10 a.m. on
November 1. It was snowing as the tanks mounted the Zoji
La track. From the jeephead, the road constructed by our

sappers meandered forward for two miles, Whether any tr
existed beyond that point nobody knew.

s

S
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[ ranks moved forward, crossed Zoj La and gingerly

ceppe on to the “no man’s land” in the ‘Gumri basin. Solely
elving for guidance on air reconnaissance reports, the tanks
jorgedd ahead through snowdrifts, glaciers, mountain streams
and over boulders to reach the foot of Chabutra Hill.

[he enemy opened up a barrage of fire, which retochetted

harmicssly off the tank armour. Then the tank guns barked
and systematically destroyed about 25 enemy bunkers and
seized full control of Gumri by midday. Behind the tanks, the
infantry moved in without much opposition.

The credit for taking the first tank through the snow-covered
pass goes to Acting Lance Duffadar Bachhan Singh of Rampur
Mandar village, Mansal Tehsil, Patiala State,

Driving his tank through snow-covered and boggy tracks over
rock-like glaciers and through streams of melted snow, Bachhan
Singh advanced through a hailstorm of enemy fire from the
ridges around, while the guns of the remaining tanks gave pro-
tection to the infantry marching into Gumri.

Bachhan Singh described the action thus: “When we

The first R. 1. A. F. Dakota to land at Leh.
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Two Stewart (“Honeys”) tanks negotiating thewr way from
Zoji La to Dras.

the troops crossed the river at six different points under very
trying conditions, marching over snow-covered mountains and
wading through fords. Every time the troops came out of
freezing water, they felt as if their feet had been chopped off.
The water in their trousers froze and pebbles remained stuck

to trousers and boots.
Crossing the first stream at the foot of Pindras, about four

miles from Matayan, these troops came under ceaseless enemy
fire in bright moonlight. They took cover behind huge
boulders for five hours, until the enemy exhausted his ammi
nition. In the meantime, a small formation of our troops
taken up positions on Brown feature.

: Early next morning, when Indian troops moved up the
ridge, the enemy ran helter-skelter and were picked on by our
formation on Brown feature as well as by RIAF fighters over
head. o
Covering over ten miles of rugged terrain infested dﬁ’
enemy snipers, the Patialas reached the Dras plain at 4.20 3
on November 15. Our Force Commander, Brigadier H.

e —————— —
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Atal, Lomm inder of 77 Para Brlgade. was met by a delegation

of two villagers from Dras. Ghauhal Ghulam Zaffar, Zaildar
Headman) and Ghulam Rasool, Lambardar of Dras, welcomed
the Indian troops and announced that the hostiles had cleared
out Ol [Jras at 2 p.m.

On reaching Dras our troops recovered rifles, Bren-guns, 50
cases of 3-inch and 2-inch mortar bombs, blankets. ground-
sheets, warm jackets, medical stores and 3,000 maunds of
firewood.

The next day, November 16, the Patialas celebrated Guru
Nanak's birthday in Dras, which was attended by Maj.-Gen.
K. S. Thimayya, GOC, 19 Division. The Patialas collected the
children of the villages and distributed sweets to them.

During the entire operation RIAF aircraft gave close support
to our marching columns and strafed enemy dug-in gun and
mortar positions on the mountain slopes on either side of the
defile in Zoji La as troops pushed forward. RIAF aircraft
also dropped thousands of leaflets on Dras and surrounding
areas advising the local population not to abandon their homes.

Indian troops advancing up the steep hills beyond Zoji La.
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Gurkha soldiers examining an enemy mortar caprurc,'d i the
Zoji La area.

Continuing the mopping up of hostile pockets beyond Dras,
Indian troops, on the morning of November 23, established
positions at Kargil, the important trade and communication
centre situated on the track leading to Skardu in the north,
Dras and Srinagar in the west and Leh in the east.

Meanwhile, from the other side, consolidating their positioni
in the Nubra valley, Indian troops cleared hostiles from
Khalatse, 50 miles west of Leh. Khalatse, situated at the track
junction from Gilgit and Skardu in the north-west and
Srinagar, Dras and Kargil in the south-west, is the gateway
Leh. g

Now, only 45 miles of tortuous snow-covered mountain t
lay between our troops in Kargil and those in alatse
Moving along this track, an Indian Army patrol from a
established contact with our forward troops at Kargil
November 24. The Indian troops then busied themselves !
combing out the region for hostiles. -
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| e land-link between Srinag:u- and Leh was established
six months. In the entire operation, the enemy

total of 318 killed and 206 wounded. One enemy

«. one 4.2-inch mortar, one 3-inch mortar and two
4 mortars and 14 rifles were captured. Our casualties

Wi illed, 86 wounded and 37 listed as missing. Casualties
fron isE-Dite were 350.

| ¢ meantime, in the western front of the Kashmir valley,
the raiders made a herculean effort to pierce our defences at
Tithwal. Preceded by heavy shell fire, hostiles over 2,000
strong launched a two-pronged arttack on our forward positions
south and south-west of Tithwal on the morning of October 13.
Indian troops went into action immediately and in the battle

which lasted four hours, they threw the enemy back inflicting
on him heavy casualties.

Later In the day, after reinforcing themselves the raiders,
under cover of a heavy concentration of artillery and mortar
fire, mounted two more attacks, accompanied by a diversionary

An R. 1. A. F. Dakota flying at a height of 25,000 ft. on its way
to Leh.
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Armed with spades, besides automatic weapons, Indian troops have
to cut footholds in the snow on their way to Dras.

of Sangiot and its conversion into a firm base, and the final
break-through and link-up with Punch.

The enemy strength facing them was reported to be two
battalions east of Rajauri-Thana Mandi, one brigade west of
Rajauri, one brigade in Mendhar, on the way to Punch, and
one brigade south of Punch.

Pir Badesar, 5,432 feet high, was a stronghold of the hostiles,
overlooking the entire Naushera and Seri valleys north-east of
Jhangar. The operation was launched under the command of
Brigadier Harbhajan Singh on the night of October 14-15. In
moonlight, a column of our troops, mostly Gurkhas, mar
through difficult, mountainous, trackless country on to the
enemy-held Giran village. A half-asleep sentry challenged our
leading section and asked for the password. A burst of bullets
was the answer he received. A moment later, there was @
fierce exchange of fire. Before long, the last of the enemy
fled, leaving bebind his dead, dying and wounded. ‘

In the meantime, another column consisting of Punjabis and
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Kumaonis had bypassed the scene of this battle and taken up
ositions near Paran.

As dawn broke, a Tempest twin of the RIAF zoomed over-
head and rocketted the hostile positions on Pir Badesar. Soon
colurnns of smoke billowed high from the feature. Three
quarters of an hour later, a second Tempest twin appeared from
behind the surging mass of pine, headed straight for the target
and dropped their “eggs” and disappeared.

The air strike, at precise intervals, lasted the whole day,
synchronising with a barrage from our field and mountain guns.
By midday, one column of our troops, Punjabis, had captured
Paran and other smaller features in its vicinity. In the mean-
time, Kumaonis were making for the main objective, Pir
Badesar, ready for the final assault.

After a series of skirmishes, which added to the demoralisa-
tion of the enemy, our advance column of Kumaonis was fast
scaling Pir Badesar, and an hour before sunser, they were on
top. The enemy’s losses in this operation were 102 killed and
9 prisoners and 27 rifles captured.

The Pir Badesar operation was a deception. As intended,

i)

A mountain gun being carried on mules beyond Dras.
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A convoy returning from Zoji La to Sonamarg.

the move put the enemy on the wrong scent, giving the impres-
sion that our objective was Kotli instead of Punch.

Pir Kalewa, a commanding feature astride the Rajauri-Thana
Mandi road, was captured by another brigade on the afternoon
of October 26. This was comparatively an easier job, the
enemy’s losses being only four killed and many more believed
killed and wounded.

The remaining phases of the Punch link-up operations, how-
ever, had to be postponed for a while following a new menace
to our lines of communication from hostiles from across the
Pakistan border.

Towards the end of October, hostile pressure suddenly in-
creased all along the Jammu-Pakistan border, from Pathankot
to Chhamb. Three additional infantry battalions had to be
sent for from India, to be stationed at Samba, Chhamb and
Naushera.

In the last week of October 15, hostiles were killed in the
Chhamb area when our troops ambushed a party of raiders-
Later, under cover of machine-gun fire, the hostiles rushed i
reinforcements, but Indian artillery and mortars foiled the
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Hpt 1o concentrate for a further attack on our

ht of October 20, approximately 300 hostiles,
light machine-guns, attacked our positions south of

['he hostile action was supported by artillery fire
(stan :cx't'itnl‘}'. After severe ﬁghling. our troops,

| soldier hr'l'nq evacuated by air f’“'" Punch to /‘”’“”“‘
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Tempest pilots being bricfed before take-off.

fled in disorder. The hostiles lost 50 killed and many more
wounded in the action.

As the sun was dipping behind the hills, Bhimber Gali itself
was in our hands. Our positions were consolidated during the
night and the next day, November g, Point 6,207 was taken.
The capture of Point 6,207 gave us a clear view of an enemy
concentration in Turti, about six miles south of Mendhar.
One thousand hostiles with animal transport concentrated in
the area presented an ideal target for our guns and mortars.
The enemy fled in utter confusion, leaving behind at least
60 dead.

The total of enemy casualties in the course of the 18-mile
Indian advance from Rajauri to Bhimber Gali was 175 killed,
:;a‘slt,\;rlgor:n‘;()::;giczl and 20 takcp prisoner. Large quantities

pment, including standard and paratroop
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rifles, 3inch mortar bombs, small
cable and foodstocks fell into out h
behind loads of anti-Indian
jeall :

I'he Rajauri column encountered heavy opposition at Ram-
arh fort, five miles north-west of Rajauri: and the surrounding
eights. The fort area. on top of a steep, pine-clad projection,
was defended by three hostile bartalions under “Brigadier”
Rahmatullah (Captain Rahmatullah, a State Force deserter).
he resistance was broken and the fort itself captured
by midday on Nevember 9.

I'wo hundred hostiles were believed to have been killed in
the fight for Ramgarh. The booty included 5,000 rounds of
small arms ammunition, 38 3inch mortar bombs, five to six
miles of cable, one loudspeaker and chairs and tables and a
Pakistan flag. Every raider had been sworn on the Koran to
defend Ramgarh “to the last man and last round,” and the
fort itself was in our hands only after bitter fighting for
Niganar, Harj Lali, Lambi Bari and Point 6480. India’s flag
was hoisted over the century-old fort after due ceremony.

-arms ammunition, signal
ands. The enemy also left
hate-propaganda posters and

o
~
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Maj.-Gen. Atma Singh congratulating Brig. Yadhunath Singh on
the successful conclusion of the Punch “link-up” operations.
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rifles. 2.200 rounds of small arms ammunition, cable, a micro.
phone and a wireless set.

'he capture of Salotri ridge exposed the enemy gun posi-
tions, and he had to pull them out. After the link-up, the
Punch garrison freed Suran and Mandi valleys astride the

N o S ey

tracks to the north to Kashmir.

Commanders of the Kashmir operations.
From left to right: Maj.-Gen. K. S. Thimayya, Lt.-Gen. S. M.
Shrinagesh and Gen. K. M. Cariappa.
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prices .\'m.tc .:md India'n' Army medical aid was freely avail-
able to their sick and ailing. They found large-scale employ-
ment at good wages with the Indian Army. They found a
market for their agricultural produce. Trade had already
begun 1O revive.

Hungry and emaciated refugees were now trickling back
across the line and surrendering to our troops for being permit-
ted 1o return to their homes.

When the voluntary, informal “ceasefire” came one minute
beforc midnight on New Year's Day, the Indian troops in
Kashiir were still fighting the cruel northern winter beyond

Kargil, struggling on their way to Marol, another road-junction
from Gilgit and Skardu to the Ladakh valley in the south-east.

In Jammu, the link-up with Punch had been made firm and
permanent.  Thus, after 12 months of siege, the gallant garrison
had been relieved.

The story of the defence of Punch is a saga of courage,
endurance and grim tenacity of purpose—of sheer will to
survive in the face of overwhelming odds. In this brilliant
achievement, the RIAF shared the honours with Brig. Pritam
Singh's gallant men and the thousands of refugees living
with them.

For over a year, wave after wave of well armed fanatics—at
onc time, as many as three rebel brigades and five to ten
thousand Pathans—supported by 25-pounders, 3.7 howitzers
and 4.2-inch mortars, lashed against the Punch garrison hold-
ing a tiny bit of ten square miles, ringed by pine-clad hills.
The enemy paid for their temerity by losing 2,628 killed and
3876 wounded.

The relief of Punch was accomplished on Nov?mber 21, 1.948
—exactly one year after the entry of the first Indian troops into
Punch. “Punch was being garrisoned by Jammu and Kashmir
State Forces when on November 21, 1947, Lt-Col. (later Brig)
Pritam Singh led 1 Para Kumaonis to Punch from Uri. With
them were 40,000 refugees. The morale Of neuher the m
Forces nor the refugees was highin the GIFCRIISANCES - Ema e
Pletely cut off by the hostiles, the only hope e iz o
With the outside world. For that an mm M enie;
thousang refugee volunteers, men, mn@ d, ._._I e
day anq night to complete a soughy alrstripy Al X
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Brig. Pritam Singh showing some captured enemy equipment 1o
Maj.-Gen. Atma Singh (standing, left) in the Punch area.

On December 8, Air Vice-Marshal Mukherjee and Air Com-
modore Mehar Singh landed the first aircraft—a Beechcraft—
at Punch. On December 12, the first Dakota landed on the
strip. The RIAF had now started “Punching”—a phrase
coined by the boys of the air, signifying rushing in urgently
needed supplies and flying out refugees. Among the most
welcome gifts they brought was a battery of mountain-guns.

Punch’s battle for survival took a turn for the worse when
in March, the enemy, for the first time, brought up 37
howitzers. That put the airstrip directly under fire and
Punch’s “window” to the world was sealed off.

It was then decided to put 25-pounder guns into Punch
neutralise the enemy’s mountain-guns. On March 21, W
enemy shells whizzed and whistled around them, RIAF lan
25-pounders in moonlight. One of the shells hit a Dakota-
Brig. Pritam Singh himself, who had gone to the airstrip.“’
meet the gallant pilots, was wounded in the leg, but he Clﬂ‘d
on.
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with the aid of the 25-pounders, the Punch garrison managed
o push the enemy's mon_ntain—guns out of range of the airstrip
,nd went over to the offensive. By the third week of April,
‘he garrison had gone forward and captured the village
of Kheri Dharamshal, and with the extension of our
perimeter, _l)ukntas were able to resume the “Punching”
“P”:l ons 1n May.

Thousands of refugees were evacuated by air. Sull there
was not enough food to go round and raids were made into
enemy-held territory with the sole object of procuring grain for
the starving population.

The food stocks of the garrison were dangerously low. The

woops had to live on a 16-ounce ration of chappaties and
dal. There was no meat or vegetable. Whatever milk
cation was left with the troops was given by them voluntarily
w0 the 6,000 refugee children who badly needed it. Tinned
milk and rations for refugees were also sent by Western
Command and by the Government of India, while Army

An Indian Army officer interro ating the inhabitants of Rajauri
after its liberation.
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Group Capt. Ranjan Dutt, Win Comdr. M. M.
§ASO, No. I (OPL) Group, Engineer, DFC, OC No. 1
RIAF. (OPL) Wing, RIAF,

Oct. 47 to Sept. '48.

Wing Comdr. K. L. Bhatia,
0C,” Dakota Squadron  of
Punch and Len airlift fame-
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s vithin a month and a half of the countrv’s freedom,

ery 1maginable h:mdirup and without :!l’l}' planning

the Kashmir campaign was a fiery test for free

Y \rmed Forces. Out of the test thcv'cmcr‘i:(‘d with
, ' OLUTS.

ir former skill and traditional cﬂ'iciency was now added

- patriotic fervour. The combination enabled the Indian

mnd soldier to work veritable miracles. Mere efficiency
was not enough ; a high sense of patriotism alone could have
conquered the formidable obstacles that the Indian troops met
in Kashmir and Jammu.

Tl exploded many a copy-book theory of logistics and

contributed new and valuable chapters to their war experience.
On airstrips which had been pronounced by experts as unfit
for lighter aircraft to operate from, RIAF pilots landed Spitfires
and Tempests and took off. Over roads and ground declared
impassable for heavy military vehicles, tanks moved and went
INto action.

At Zoji La, when the raiders reported back to their

An RIAF Dakota at the airstrip in Punch emplaning refugees.
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|1<xui:i:1.11:<~;‘\ that Iiu,‘y werce lwin}: :l[t:lckcd l)}' t:lnks‘, thc
Commander—according to an enemy wireless signal—declared
it impossible and disbelieved his troops. Indian Army roads
snaked their way close on the heels of our troops, up hill angd
down dale. When the Indian Army returns home, those roads
will remain behind, providing an excellent network of communi-
cations for the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

I'wo Tempests on a reconnaissance flight over the Kashmir valley

. . o ’ ’ \ 15 '.'.-‘ o,
PRaE s SRS A € ;:“\-.‘T’;‘\?_.JM...'_ .
: \ﬁ.w" p
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A Tempest being loaded with rockets and machine-gun
ammunition.

of the major achievements of the RIAF in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Early in the summer of 1948, when the Indian Army was
planning its new offensive, it was decided that the enemy should
be deprived of the use of the vital Domel and Kishenganga
bridges which linked his forward positions with his main supply
bases to the west. The RIAF was called upon to undertake
this hazardous and delicate task. The two bridges were well
concealed by nature’s barriers and strongly defended by heavy
ack-ack guns.

At dawn on April 23, a flight of three T empests went over
the target and opened a tentative raid. A direct hit was
registered on one abutment of the Kishenganga bridge. The
enemy ack-ack went into action and the leader of the flight
soon realised that the targets could be effectively handled only
by new tactics.

The next morning a second attack was carried out on the
same target. As was expected, no sooner our Tempests
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he bridee lh;u_l lllt"\' were suhju'lul to intense and
urate hre from 40 mm Bofor guns situated

y mile east of the target.
| before. the pilots immediately went for the two

o

and a grim duel of ack-ack versus Tempests

- Bofors maintained a steady barrage as the aircraft

, ta k. The surrounding hills cclu;cd and shook to
che animent of the deep-throated coughing of the Bofors
and ory roar of the di\'ing 'l’cmpcsts. )

Al hind the sun-sighl in the (‘nckpit of the leading
Tem: it Wing Commander (now Group Captain) Ranjan
Dut wed by Flight-Lieutenant (now Sqd. Ldr.) W. David,
as th irtled down on the target tearing the sp:u'c at 400
miles per hour, with all their guns blazing amidst the smoke

and pufls of the anti-aircraft fire. With grim determination
they pressed home the attack and released their bombs
at the precise moment. One of the gun-pits received a
direct hit and was completely knocked out. The bodies

A Havard aircraft preparing to take off on a reconnaissance
misston.
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egions. spotted our troops, dropped messages and scouted the
oute ahead for any lurking enemy who might have attempted
(0 ambush them. About this time, Gilgit, the main base of the
aiders 10 their eastward drive to Leh, was the object of constant
qeention from RIAF, Bombing and strafing sorties were sent

out over Gilgit and other subsidiary bases as well as the routes

¢

of advance of the enemy.

These bombing expeditions to the arctic north involved
hazardous flying over lofty Himalayan ranges, skirting the
mighty 20,000 foot high Nanga Parbat itself. The raids began
in the middle of July, and by the end of August, reports
indicated that the enemy’s wireless stations and huts adjoining
the Gilgit airfield had been completely destroyed, while the
military barracks had suffered heavy damage.

On October 24, RIAF Tempests also bombed and strafed
hostile concentrations in Skardu. The main target was the old
fort. It was attacked with bombs and only its walls were left
standing. All the buildings inside the fort were completely
destroyed, including an ammunition dump from which columns
of black smoke shot up to a height of 2,000 feet. The new
fort in Skardu also received a fair share of bombs and
rockets.

The airfield at Gilgit, which hummed with activity and was
attacked in the previous month, was visited again by our
Tempests. Direct hits with rockets were obtained on barracks
lying to the east of the airstrip. Bomb craters from the pre-
vious raids were now still visible. :

On November 4, RIAF Fighter pilots on reconnaissance over
enemy-held territory in Kashmir, gbserved a well maintained
airstrip and a hangar at Chilas, 40 miles south of Gilgit as
well as movement of enemy troops ooncent.:raﬁed in the fort at
Chilas On the same day,.the hangal' at.Chll” airfield was
attacked with rockets by two Tempests piloted by Squadron—
Leader E. D. Masillamani and FlightLicutenant B. 8. Dogra.
On pulling up after this attack, a Rﬁ e il
Yorce supply-dropping Dakota was IntercePieC = rield.
Over the radio-telephone t0 make ior ok W a few
When the Dakota pilot failed to MM di__gmh.n kota
Varning shots were fired across his bows. K irdiiama Al
hoyw porder to Pakistan.

: ever, escaped across the
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iperational Group, RIAF, which controlled all front-
communication, reconnaissance and Air OP
nd the aforesaid ancillary organisation, was res-
planning and execution of all air operations 1n
| Kashmir.

orward Air Force bases, in Srinagar and in Jammu,

armourers “feed” Tempests before the fighter aircraft
take off for operational sorties.
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were controlled by No. 1 Operational Wing, at first commanded
by Wing Commander Minoo Engineer, DFC, and later by \K-'ing
Commander H. Moolgavkar.

A Gurkha unit signalman carrying a wireless set on his back

in the Zoji La area.




CuartErR XI

A LOGISTICAL NIGHTMARE

Loxc before operations are staged, the tactics of ancillary
services 10 the combat forces—supply and ordnance corps and
their administration at the base—is carefully planned to the

minutest detail.  Supplies and equipment are pooled ; lines of
communication are opened ; methods of transportation of goods
are devised and an administrative base is established to co-
ordinate and direct these manifold activities.

In Kashmir, the operations were put on the ground at
16 hours” notice and by air. This meant that initially the
troops had to leave their motor transport behind and fall back
on civilian buses loaned by the State Government.

Events moved fast. The troops multiplied and the operations
enlarged from the original objective of defending the Srinagar
airfield and city against the invaders to fighting the enemy on
a far-flung thousand-mile front stretching from western Jammu
in the south to Chakoti in the west, to Gurais in the north and
Leh in the north-east. The administrative tail could never
catch up.

A Hiir’nalayan terrain, an unfamiliar climate and a complete
lack of modern communications made the operations a logisti-
cal nightmare. The Jammu-Srinagar road and the Jammu-
Jhangar road were the only lines of communication available

subjected to serious interruptions during the winter months.
The road to Jhangar was no more than a rough fair-weather
Jeep track. e :
The Indian railhead and “Admin” base for the operations
Was the obscure third-rate railway stauon :; Pathankot, woefully
inadequate for the gigantic task it was suddenly & S0 ROT

Undertake. Then a the road
Jammu was no moregt::\ a fair-weather track cut up by l.‘m

US unbridged rivers and streams. . po.mo
Comma(rlﬁicrs on the spot shouted for more treops: s
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A troop carrier being towed by a “Recovery” van of the IEME.

troops meant more supplies and equipment and “Admin”
bandobust. The single tenuous 300-mile line of communica-
tion from Pathankot to Srinagar had been taxed to its capacity
to feed and supply the troops already in Kashmir as well as to
meet the essential needs of the civilian population of the valley.
In the winter months even this road broke down, choked with
snow.

" While the “Admin” staff pitted ingenuity against mechanical
handicaps and produced marvels of improvisation and RIASC
drivers worked over-time to deliver the much-needed goods at
the frontline, sacrificing sleep, rest and comfort, the engineers
got cracking on the stupendous task of building up the
lines of communication from the rail-head to the sca
fronts in Jammu and Kashmir. The small sleepy town
Pathankot leapt to life overnight and spread out like 3
mushroom.

From a modest beginning of a small detachment of a Co
struction Company, which was flown into Srinagar to assist

initial assaulting force, Indian Engineer troops expanded t0 2
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v,,',,i' i/h l 31 ~."{,v." Iil’ru'- f: g . i 2 OF AT
l OSt enurely concent ]1[4(‘ on comm ,,1 ns the
ng airhe |ds, bridges and nnprf,-.r.':x»'-'-'s to exist-
l!l;lll})(-r 0l l).l}\f)r a-cum- l lr,! ter dlr\f':' s were
cluding three all-weather airfields. e dd
strips were laid down in different sectors of the
fron U of eleven major bridges and innumerable minor
onstructed.

lority task was to maintain the fair-weather motor
track Kathua to Jammu—the only land-link with India.
Ther . motor ferry over the Ravi which plied during the
dry months, October to June, but there were no bridges over
the three major obstacles between Pathankot and Jammu,

namely, the rivers Ravi, Ujh and Basantar. The Ujh and the
Basantar could be forded by motor transport during nine
months of the year, but the Ran along this stretch, was fordable
to motor transport only during two or three months in the year
when the flow was at its minimum.

The first step therefore was to provide a crossing over the

A supply column crossing a kutcha wooden bridge in the Jammu
sector.
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Ferrying trucks over a Bailey bridgc at Beri Pattan.

Ravi. The engineers built a temporary ferry-crossing over
the river and later erected a 18o-foot span triple double Bailey
bridge alongside. This enabled motor transport to move from
Pathankot to Jammu.

The Jammu-Srinagar road was primarily constructed for light
tourist traffic and it claimed constant attention from the Indian
Army engineers. The numerous bridges across the road were
too weak to sustain heavy military traffic and needed strengthen-
ing or replacement.

The Ramban bridge, for example, caused considerable
anxiety. The abutments, cables and anchorages were strong,
but the superstructure of the transoms was in such an advanced
stage of rust and decay that one could scratch a hole in it with
a walking stick. It was decided that an alternative crossing at
Ramban was essential as an insurance against failure of the sus-
pension bridge. A low level single-span 160-foot long triple
double Bailey bridge was, accordingly, constructed.

It was the kind of bridge that would have to be dismantled as
the volume of water in the Chenab increased following the
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the &1 . ‘ E o Y
. 1€ SNOW in ,\!‘n.l]. I'he l)rldgv was completed in
Nos and all mllltury trafhc was diverted from the
T ridge to the new Bailev l)l‘i(lgc,

. ask awaite : INneers < . ‘
A < a .mul ‘th( engineers and the Pioneer Corps
in | province, in keeping open the fair-weather road
u to Naushera. This road traversing hilly country

" »

1 il
had L surface, no side drains and no catchwater drains.
Nearl he bridges along the road had been flimsily con-

structed and had collapsed. The months from January to
March were a struggle against the weather. Rain turned the
road into a quagmire. It needed a superhuman effort to keep
the road serviceable.

Meanwhile, the Pathankot-Jammu road, the lifedine of our
troops in Jammu and Kashmir, began to show signs of break-
ing up and was greatly taxing the engineers in their effort to
keep it motorable. At the Ravi crossing, the bridge could not
cope with the increased volume of water in the river. Winter

Mules loaded with ammunition crossing a nallah in the Rajauri
sector.




" taken. It presented a tricky problem. If the road was
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freshets in February and the still larger volume due to the thaw-
ing of snow in March and the subsequent months had swelled
the torrent of water and the bridge had to be dismantled and
replaced by a two-span Bailey bridge, each span being a 180-foot
triple double construction.

The abutments and the central pier of this bridge were con-
structed by the Central PWD under the advice of the Punjab
PWD Irrigation Branch. The bridge was.designed to take a
discharge of 30,000 cusecs which in normal years would have
been adequate before the start of the monsoon.

The ford over the Ujh was another trouble spot. During fair
weather the winter flow in the Ujh is small and the river can
be forded by all types of military vehicles. This ford, however,
was always a difficult one and there were cases every day of
vehicles getting stuck in midstream.

During the wet weather the flow in the Ujh also swells enorm-
ously and it becomes unfordable as the process of subsidence
is slow. In February a onespan 18o-foot long triple double
Bailey bridge was put across the main channel and thereafter
traffic crossed this obstacle without delay and misadventure.

The third trouble spot was a low-lying stretch of country
between the Ujh and Samba, approximately ten miles long.
The road was embanked to keep the traffic moving. A series
of diversions had to be built to get the traffic round soft spots.
This process of diverting reached grotesque limits and by the
end of February traffic had to make a 20-mile detour in order
to avoid the ten miles of bad going. %

Shingling of the entire length of the road was then und:

-
b
d

during the dry weather, the traffic pushed it off the road b
cause of the hard surface. If the shingling was done imme-
diately before or after the rains, the shingle disappeared into
the ground as the traffic passed over it. It was necessary ©0
choose a time when the ground was neither too hard no
soft. The expedient adopted was to stack the shingle in
on the side of the road and then to spread it at the right mome!
of surface hardness. S s
In March 1948 there was heavy rain in Kashmir and the I
Punjab. In the Srinagar valley there was continuous ra
snow for eight days, while in Jammu and East Punjab
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for six days. This \?'ldespread rain and snow resulted in floods
and avalanches, causing much damage to communications. The
ewo-span Bailey bridge over the river Ravi was washed away

by flood and the Bailey bridge over the Ujh was damaged owing
to the undermining of one of the abutments.

The road from Jammu to Srinagar was breached at many
points by landslides, the most serious landslide being at Khud.

The tunnel at the Khuni Nullah, between Ramban and Banihal,
was hit by a dislodged boulder and a segment of the arch ring

sheared away and slipped a foot downwards, leaving the tunnel
standing in a precarious condition. The Banihal Pass was snow-
bound and in places where avalanches had descended on to the
road the depth of snow was as much as thirty feet.

All this damage by floods and snow needed extraordinary
engineering efforts to repair. Both the State PWD and the
RIE responded magnificently to the task and the roads were
opened to traffic within a fortnight of the cessation of rain.

A new temporary bridge was put across the Ravi, later to be
replaced by a Bailey pontoon bridge. The bridge over the Ujh
was repaired. It was decided to build a Bailey bridge in order
t0 bypass the damaged tunnel at the Khuni Nullah. When this
Bailey bridge was completed, the tunnel was demolished and
the State PWD was requested to rebuild it. Engineer strength
was augmented to work on the Bailey pontoon bridge across the
Ravi and to construct a permanent bridge at Madhopur.

Keeping open the road from Jammu to Srinagar was a prob-
lem of a totally different character. Here the road itself was
in a good state of repair and was either tarmac or macadam
throughout. The problem was how to keep the Banihal Pass and
0 a lesser degree the Patni Pass clear of snow. Engineers with
the aid of bull-dozers, assisted by civiha_n labo.ur, kept the B.am-
hal open after overcoming incredible difficulties. The Banihal
Pass itself is g,200 feet high but the road climbs to a height of
8,000 feet and is then taken through the mountains by a tunnel.

Although the snowfall on the Banihal Pass is light by the
Himalayan standards, snow clearance is rendered difficult be-
Cause of the fact that on the south side of the pass there is usually
a strong wind blowing down the hill. This wind. which s
bitterly cold, blows the snow back on to the road and has a

ysing effect on the ill-equipped Kashmiri labourer.
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Indian sappers working on the landslide-
infested Jammu-Srinagar road.

Because of this wind the labour strength had to be dispersed
along the road so that it could deal with any drifts as they
piled up. At times these drifts formed with such lightning
rapidity that while one vehicle got through a drift, the next
one got bogged in the snow.

The fate of a Srinagar-Jammu convoy of 100 vehicles moving
over the Banihal Pass, on January 15, illustrates the peculiar
difficulties at Banihal. During the descent on the south side
of the pass one of the leading vehicles got stuck at a point
where the snow had avalanched on to the road and a passage
way in the form of a defile had been dug through the
avalanche.

The wind kept blowing snow into this defile and it was in the
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drift so caused that the vehicle 8ot stuck. The driver of the
vehicle behind decided that he should attempt to push the
wehicle, but in .the attempt, his own vehicle got bogged and he
could move neither forward nor backward. The driver of the
next vehicle then drove up from behind and tried to tow the
second vehicle backwards. His vehicle also got stuck. Thus

there were three vehicles bogged in the same drift of snow.
They blocked the way for the entire convoy behind. Mean-

FRSETRON

while, more snow was blown into the defile and soon all the
three vehicles were half buried.

All efforts to dig out the vehicles with civilian labour proved
unavailing because the labourers would not work in the sharp
wind for more than 15 minutes at a time and when they had

dug down to a certain level, the snow was blown in as fast as
they could shovel it away. The next expedient tried to clear
the vehicles was the use of two bull-dozers. These had to be
brought down from work near the tunnel. It took one day and
one night before a passageway could be dug for these bull-dozers
round the vehicles of the convoy halted on the road.

The combined efforts of the two bull-dozers succeeded in

Indian troops fording a stream in the Naushera sector.







The crossing of this road over the Munawarwali Tawi at Beri

partan 18 at a pomnt where the Tawi flows through a dcep ]
cused by ;11 nat.ural dam of vertical rock stratum. The w?g&
of this pool during normal flow is approximately 300 feet. At
first ity with two rafts was provided as a crossing .This
was later replaced by a pontoon bridge. .
During wet weather this bridge had to be cut and the com-
ponent rafts moored to one side. It was decided that the bridge
should be replaccd.by a high level bridge before the coming of
the monsoon, but it was not possible to execute this intention

bec;u.\e-. of lack of engineer troops. A high level Bailey suspen-
sion bridge was eventually built at Beri Pattan.

The construction of the Pathankot-Jammu road was mean-
while going apace. The Central PWD had undertaken the
project of building the permanent road from Pathankot to
Jammu. The work was started in January 1948. In this task
the Army’s part was to loan plant units for the making
of the formation of the road and for the clearance of river
channels.

Apart from the work to be done by plant, all other work was
entrusted to the Central PWD. This included the building of
the three major bridges over the Ravi, Ujh and Basantar. It
was in the building of these bridges that the need for speed was
greatest. The army-built Bailey bridge over the Ravi was good
only up to the monsoon ; after that it would have to be dis-
mantled. The Ujh and Basantar were not fordable during the
monsoon. !

Therefore, if the land-link from India to Kashlmr was to be
maintained throughout the year, it was essential that the threc

Design, layout, collection of stores and the placing on the

ground of the organisation to carry out the Wofk €06F IS
Actual work on the bridges mwdn the race against the
February and it was apparent then :

Monsoon would be a close one. : re a couple of raids
Towards the end of February there Wee &

7 the labour camps of the

CPWD on the wjmmwm the site “’“‘

,.

labourers and there was a large-scale €X0CEE
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Indian Army engineers blasting a rock to widen the
Jammu-Srinagar road.

work. This was a serious setback and was immediately
followed by the disastrous floods in March. Virtually all the
work done in digging the foundation of piers for the bridge was
washed out.

It now became obvious that the CPWD would not be able
to complete the task of establishing a firm road-link from
Pathankot to Jammu unless immediate outside help was given
to them. It was decided that the Army’s engineers should sup-
port the CPWD in the completion of the work.

From the beginning of April there were furious and con:
certed efforts on the part of the Army’s engineers and the
CPWD to complete this vital road-link before the onset of
the monsoon. Work continued day and night and no red-tape o
rules of procedure were allowed to stand in the way of speedy




A LOGISTICAL NIGHTMARE 129

] 10) of []]T ’ g - -
completion olt e job. On July 7, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
was able 10 declare the road open.

That was not .rhc end of troubles for the road-makers. The
olume of flow in the Ravi remained abnormally large during
April, May ;m(~l June and on account of this freakish behaviour
on the part of nature, the CPWD were unable to build one
of the picrs adjoining the left abutment of the Ravi bridge. Its
absence 4-.'.<‘.'mt.that there was a gap of 280 feet from the left
abutment to pier No. 2 that had to be spanned. This was a

span greater than what a simply supported Bailey or Hamilton
could have bridged. The only way out was to span the
gap by 2 Bailey suspension, which was immediately available.
Within a month, a 320 foot Bailey suspension span was
pU( up.

The bridge over the Ravi as it stands today is a composite one
consisting of one 320 foot span Bailey suspension bridge follow-
ed by 17 Hamilton spans each 140 feet long.

The engineers fully utilised their experience in this trying
period to build jeep tracks in the wake of the advancing army

“The fate of two wehicles which got stuck in snow . .." One of
the three bull-dozers struggling to extricate them.
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at a total cost o SR A . ,
jeel e f Rs. 35 lakhs, to Gurais. Pindras,
Kera val and a number of other places
. slo : Fies : s
[ | {W;m of roads in Jammu and Kashmir involved
q NI . DIIGEes other than the atorementioned four major
brids \pp! )}_\nn.atcl_\' 50 army bridges were constructed
at ON! T the uthcrt some of them temporary. At present
5 if?lfigcs exist for the benefit of the armv and
the ¢ allKe. 3
The es In Jammu and Kashmir involved the movement
= ab ,00,00( - 3 F 1d o - -
of al ,000 maunds of brldgmg material and it cost
the Indian tax-payer over Rs. 25 lakhs.
Before the hostilities began, only two fair-weather airstrips
of inadequate dimensions existed at Jammu and Srinagar res-
pcqi-«.(-l'\.-. In the initual stages, these were rapidly developed

to take Dakotas, Spitfires and Tempests. The Army's engineers
completed the construction of all-weather airstrips at Srinagar
and Jammu in June 1948 at a cost of approximately Rs. 30 lakhs
and these have since been used regularly by civil and military
aircraft.

Indian Army engineers constructing a bridge in the Jammu sector.
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About goo huts covering an area of Ilppl'O-\'il"fltCly 3,900,000
square feet were built at various places such as Srinagar, Kazi.
gund, Banihal, Gurais, Tithwal, Uri, Kanzalwan, etc. They
cost Rs. 75 lakhs. The construction of these was generally
entrusted to State engineers and assistance was given by "\Tm‘y
engineers wherever called for.

Signalmen laying telephone lines near Naushera.







DEFENDING KASHMIR

An Artillery Observation Post on the Jammu front.

With the approach of winter, snow and rain descended on the
State. The Banihal Pass was blanketed with snow and the road
connecting Pathankot and Jammu was cut up with bogs. Motor
transport vehicles equipped with skid chains moved forward
perilously, braving heavy rains on the road and severe blizzards
at Banihal.

There were accidents and casualties, but the flow of supplies
continued uninterrupted and ultimately, though by degrees, it
was possible to replenish stocks at Srinagar. Meanwhile our
forces were being reinforced continuously, thus outstripping the
increase in supplies. The result was that the transport system
was overworked and turn-rounds were cut down to the barest
minifum. d

Military officers of wide experience held the view that if
longer turn-rounds were not given, transport in Jammu
Kashmir would be affected adversely. While our
whose mechanism could withstand this strain, deserve lped‘l
mention, the motor transport drivers merit whole-hearted

praise. Grimly did they carry on with their onerous dutie:
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Jriving ;‘\_, mrtgmm terrain, negotifxting narrow, winding, un-
even and slimy ma(ls‘ and Steep gradients with hazardous drops
into deep ravines. Some of the newly constructed mountain
racks wel m-gonabl.c only by jccps.

The need for maintaining adequate stocks increased the
gransport requirements and it was with much relief that the
RIAS( heers and men heard the first air-brake hisses of
our ten-tonners at Pathankot and saw the first cylindrical-
bodied petrol tanker moving up to Srinagar. The jeeps also

arrived in due course.

A convoy carrying supplies being checked at the depot at
Pathankot before proceeding to Jammu.
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Mountain-gun in action.

its disposal and the transport system was inadequate to cope
with the work.

Building stocks for the winter was a problem for the
Ordnance Corps. Some 10,000 tons of stores and munitions,
over and above the normal maintenance supply were to be
moved forward and positioned before scheduled dates. The
bottleneck was, of course, transport. Almost without an excep-
tion the Ordnance railhead had to hold an accumulation of
Ordnance stores till the stores were moved forward on our
supply lines. The Ordnance Corps arranged a phased pro-
gramme of issue from depots and organised a special civilian
transport convoy consisting of 3oo three-ton vehicles to carry
the stores forward from Pathankot.

The operation of mobile laundry units was also arranged bY
the Ordnance Corps at Jammu. Here worn clothes were
infected and dry-cleaned with up-to-date equipment and des
patched to forward areas.

Two other “gifts” of the Ordnance Corps which were most
popular with our troops in Kashmir were baths and
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chows. A hot bath in Kashmir js a rare luxury and the mobile
path units were w'clcomcd everywhere. The mobile cinema
section €q1 'j..)}»c(‘l with 16 mm pProjectors was divided into two
sub-sections 1n order to serve the troops both in Jammu and
Kashiil

The telephone ..syst.cm in the State was as undevcloped as the
lines of nnfmmcatlons. Out of the two tclegraph and tele-
phone lines, the one between Srinagar and Kohala had been cut
by the in aders and the other, the Srinagar-Jammu-Pathankot
line, which had hitherto remained neglected, was not well

c(luil)imi to bear the load.

One of the first tasks of our forces was to improvise a wireless
link connecting Delhi with Jammu and Srinagar. Then, the
Signal Corps began work on service lines, for without signals
the efficient conduct of any operation is impossible. The signal
equipment had to be installed almost everywhere, from the
headquarters to the forwardmost piquets at Uri, Zoji La and
Punch. Transport of wireless and telephonic equipment to for-
ward areas, sometimes to heights 17,000 feet above sea level,

Rations being brought to the forward piquets.
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A 25-pounder, ready for action, waiting for fire-order in the
Zoji La sector.
enemy in the short period of half an hour was approximately
200 killed.

The part played by armoured fighting vehicles on several
fronts was an important contribution to the successes in the
Kashmir operations.

During the battle of Shelatang on November 7, 1947, although
the main attack was launched by our troops along the Srinagar-
Baramula road, an armoured column consisting of one troop
of armoured cars and one rifle troop was sent along the route
Ganderbal-Shadipur-Shelatang, manoeuvring their way to the
flank of the enemy. The tactical move was a success, for a con-
fident and numerically superior enemy was surprised from the
flank and utterly routed with heavy casualties.

Armoured fighting vehicles ‘'were used to “soften” M\
positions in fairly open country along the Jammu-Pakistan
border and the ]asmugarh-Smnba-Suchetgarh-AkhnuM_
Assar area. i

In the army’s “sinews” can be included the Provost s, t
first of which arrived at Jammu as late as December 14, 1947
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e immediate tasks w:
& : Was to control conv
voys of transport

on the Pathankot-Jammu road. With the arrival of an th
other

provost Unit on January 23, it wag possible to enforce traffi
control on the two roads connecting Jammu with Srina arr n(j
with Akbnur.  In most cases block-timing system hag toal)e
adopted 1or upward and downward traffic on the hazardous
roads of the State.

Then there were enemy interruptions and road-blocks. It
was found that sign-boards and directional arrows guiding

traffic to staging-posts away from enemy pockets were unreliable,
and an expert guide of the Provost Unit escorting a convoy be-
came a general rule,

The movement of a large number of refugees from Kashmir
to India further hindered safe traffic control. The Provost
Units had to segregate refugees and plan their movements as
meticulously as those of the Indian Army. Looking after
stragglers from Pakistan Army who roamed in the disturbed
areas searching for their family members was yet another head-
ache. Many of these stragglers being in an unbalanced mental

Cleaning a 25-pounder after action.
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co-operative and the utmost tact of the Provost
personnel sometimes failed to assuage their ruffled temper

Bv February 12, 1948, however, movement of traffic was well
under control and by ,\pril 5, 1948, an elaborate system of
traffic control on .\'rinug:lr-B;munul:x. Srinagar-Tithwal and
Srinagar-Dras roads. which had been evolved by the Provost
Units, was in practice. Under the management of the Provost
Units came a POW cage also, which was established soon after
the beginning of Kashmir operations.

Some other activities of the Provost Units were in relation to
the State Administration, such as enforcement of customs and
excise laws and apprehending criminals and suspects. The
areas in which Indian troops were stationed were cleansed by
the Provost Units and proper discipline was maintained in the

[ndian Army.

A casualty being carried from the forward area to the Advanced
Dressing Station b)‘ “daring and hardy stretcher-bearer.”

- 2 TR T R
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CHarPTER XIII
THE “SECOND FRONT”

Tue war against disease and epidemics in Jammu and Kashmir
was the Indian Army’s “Second Front.”

The Indian Army Medical Corps did not confine their
activities to extracting bullets from war casualties and healing
the wounded and sick among the Indian troops. Wherever

they went, they also took on the task of looking after the health
of the local civilian population.

Ensuring prompt medical aid to the wounded and sick
soldiers on the roadless hills of Jammu and Kashmir was an
achievement in itself ; patients had to be carried across enemy-
dominated hills by daring and hardy stretcher-bearers who were
the unsung heroes of many a battle.

The IAMC surgeons worked in forward areas in improvised
surgical hospitals under impossible conditions and within reach
of hostile gun-fire. The field surgical teams worked at places
which were inaccessible to ambulance cars.

The teams were equipped with instruments to give blood
transfusion, and minor surgical cases were treated on the spot.
This method was adopted to reduce pressure on base hospitals
and to cut down the time-lag between the battlefield and surgical
attention, which saved many lives. Young and experienced
surgeons attached to these teams did marvels at great personal

Besides routine medical work, ady
of diseases and prevention of malaria, dyse

due to exposure to cold were trea
hospials, il i
When a battle was in progress or -.an~atumk :;ac:lang m R
¢d, each fighting unit was accompanied by a m officer =
™o orderlies and an adequate number of ._g'etcher-bearem, s !
Medical officer took with him such medical stores equip-

Ment as he could conveniently carry: Sz g
A e COuld conveen Y eatment by the frontline team,
e capunper o oot o toscme e ey BRI SER

1o

ntery, diarrhoea and
ted at the front-line
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The underground hospital at Uri named after Gen. K. M.
Cariappa—a casualty being brought in. ‘

Ambulance. After further treatment there, he was taken to the
headquarters of the Field Ambulance Company established
near the Advanced Headquarters of the attacking column. If
the condition of the wounded or sick soldier continued to be
serious, he was immediately transported to the base hospital.

Supplies of sulpha drugs and penicillin enabled army medical
officers to provide modern treatment in the field. Blood trans-
fusion stores were well supplied. Operation theatre equipment
was made available at the frontline surgical hospitals. Even
X-ray facilities were provided at some of the frontline
hospitals.

The general hospitals received serious and long-term cases.
from the battle area. Any person requiring more than a fort-
night's treatment was taken to these hospitals, generally byhﬁ*
Jeep posts fitted with stretcher and ambulance car posts pr
in constant telephonic communication with the piquets.

If a man got wounded or fell sick on a hill-top piquet, b€
immediately brought down by stretcher-bearers to a jee
or ambulance post from where he was sent to a hospital beb*™
the forward area. Here, specialists equipped with X-ray:&e
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nodt pment  performed the most delicate surgical
e
' co-operated in transporting patients from distant
i aces to the base hospitals. A soldier wounded in
the | |hangar sector, for instance, would be found com-
forta : in a base hospital far away from the hghting line
with period of 24 hours. J |
Hyve cctions and  anti-malaria units of the frontline
rean nted diseases by maintaining a high standard of
arl nd checking the spread of diseases from local in-
habita ro the members of the ﬁghting forces. The issue of
malaria and dysentery panniers to the units of some of the front-
line teams helped in the diagnosis of fever and digestive
ailments
[Laboratories for carrying out pathological examinations were,

however, available at the base hospitals. Various preventivc
measures such as the use of DDT and insect repellents kept
down incidence of vector-producing diseases. Water sterilising

A unit doctor dressing the wound of a Muslim at a battalion
headquarters in a Kashmir village.
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chemicals carried even by individuals ensured the supply of
pure drinking water to our troops everywhere.

Lymph vaccine was regularly flown to protect the troops
against small-pox and enteric fever. Prophylactic cholera in-
oculation was carried out whenever any outbreak occurred in a
village in the neighbourhood. Typhus vaccine was used in
areas where the disease was endemic. .

Equally important was the problem of making up diet defi-
ciencies in the frontline, where officers and men had often to
live for days on end on a few chappaties and dal, without fresh
vegetables or meat to supplement their meagre diet. For the
winter, troops serving in Srinagar and the snow-bound regions
like Gurais and Zoji La were prescribed an addition of 200
calories to their diet. Multi-Vitamin tablets were also issued
to the troops.

A vital unit operating in Kashmir was the Field Research
team which helped a great deal in keeping down the incidence
of diseases like typhus, relapsing fever and infective hepatitis.
The research teams carried out a malarial survey in the forward
areas and investigated into the origin and cause of the epi-
demics often prevalent in the villages. The habitat of various
vectors was examined carefully and the data collected after these

investigations formed useful basic material for nedical research

mthodisﬁags eculiar to Jammu and Kashmir. .
"On the report that some typhus cases had occur

villages near amula, the Field Typt
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by
Army surgeons operating on a wounded soldier in a fMd
area in the Rajauri sector. st

Other diseases which were common among the people of the
State were diarrhoea, eye diseases, fevers and diseases of e
skin. Above all, every second civilian suffered from malnutf= -
tion which expressed itself in various kinds of bodily ,ﬁ o

The unsatisfactory conditions that prevailed in the 94
areas and the continuous movement of pop om
and Naushera hampered work of Indian Army Medical 0%
The check-posts fixed to detect cases of cholera did not €
complete freedom from infiltration of cholera cases.
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ns lnc(llCil! ofhicers grappled with the task realistically.
ra precauti

ons were vigorously enforced and house-to-
ction was carried out in the cholera-infected areas.
ops of the local units were put on to clean up the
disinfect houses by spraying DDT and other dis-
Civilian water-points were chlorinated.  Saline
supplied by the army and wherever it was not

do so, rain water or spring water was collected, puri-
ed and saline was made from it.

my doctor examining a liberated patient in Rajauri.
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in Kashmu Over 2,000 Pnnn(i\ of wool had been l)()llt{})r

f purpose ; the number of women who knitted these gar
me \ust have run into several thousands.

‘ re Week to raise funds was also organised in February
this r. About Rs., 5,000 which was collected during this

week was spent in providing further amenities to the troops
in Kashmir. The work of this organisation was voluntary
and the expenses which it incurred were met with from
funds, donations and contributions from private individuals.

First-aid being rendered to a casualty in a forward area.
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Mrs. Parry, wife of the Commander-in-Chief, Royal Indian
.\.1\. y, and the present President of this organisation, and Mrs,
Shrinagesh, Mrs. Kalwant Singh and Mrs. Maneckshaw
assisted by innumerable women who are members of thi;
organisation, worked hard and set up an impressive record of
contribution to war against disease in Jammu and Kashmir.

Mrs. Shrinagesh, wife of Lt.-Gen. S. M. Shrinagesh, GOC-in-C,
Western Command, chatting with jawans in a forward area.
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pORDER INCIDENTS BEFORE OCTOBER 27, 1947

The economic “squeeze” applied to the State and the border
parassments in the form of raids from Pakistan, both intensified
almost SiT ultaneously, served as a prelude to a full-scale invasion
of the State of Jammu and Kashmir by Pakistan.

Between September 3, when the first border incident occurred
south-cast of Jammu, and October 20, when the full-scale invas.on

of Kashmir was launched along the Domel Road, the border was
pierced on  several points every day. The following border
incidents were reported to the Government of India by the Jammu
and Kashmir State and briefly refer to the occurrences before

s October 27, 1947.

September 3, 1947—At Kotha, 17 miles south-east of Jammu, armed
raiders chased refugees and indulged in loot and murder. The
raiders retreated into Pakistan territory when the Kashmir
State garrison reached the scene. Another band of 300 raiders
waylaid and murdered a Hindu refugee and his wife and
abducted their two daughters near the village of Rajpura, ten
miles south of Samba, and later attacked the village. A group
of Pakistan nationals attacked Dohali on Jammu-Pakistan
border and indulged in catte-lifting. Yet another group,
numbering about 500, armed with service rifles chased refugees
and attacked State petrol reservoir at Chak Haria, 6 miles
south of Samba. - !

September 4, 1947—Armed gangs of 200 to 300 _rande:rs from tehsils
Kahuta and Murree, crossing the Jhelum river In Panjar arca,
seven miles north and south of Owen ferry, raided State terri-
tory and looted and murdered the people. :

September 5, 1947—Armed band of raiders roamed about defying
law in the area west of Punch.

September 6, 1947—Increased activity pf Pakistan troops on the
main roads. A Pakistan Patl'OI visited Alibeg, twelve miles

rraber 7, 1470 ) border, south
September 7, 1947-A Pakistani mob collected on the er,
Mana’war and Shri, vsuged demonstrations -l?nt, did not
cross the botder.
f 1947—A convoy of Kaahm:f State mbj:c:mwd
at Koh‘:lt:u It failed to arnvemblww I‘:‘: was
v thltﬂlemh‘d Sl el PR
xohﬁll. wf i A IO
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{ndian Army to Kashmir to help your own forces to defend your
rritory and to protect the lives, property and honour of your
seople

\iv Government and I note with satisfaction that your Highness
has decided to invite Sheikh Abdulla to form an Interim Govern-
ment to work with your Prime Minister.

MeMORANDUM ON KASHMIR SUBMITTED TO THE SECURITY CouNcIL AT
Lake Svccess on Decemser 30, 1947.

I. Under Article 35 of the Charter of the United Nations, any
member may bring any situation, whose continuance is likely to
endanger the maintenance of international peace and security, to
the attention of the Security Council. Such a situation now exists
between India and Pakistan owing to the aid which invaders, con-
sisting of nationals of Pakistan and of tribesmen from the territory
immediately adjoining Pakistan on the north-west, are drawing
from Pakistan for operations against Jammu and Kashmir, a State
which has acceded to the Dominion of India and is part of India.
The circumstances of the accession, the activities of the invaders
which led the Government of India to take military action against
them, and the assistance which the attackers have received and
are still receiving from Pakistan are explained later in this memo-
randum. The éovemment of India request the Security Council
to call upon Pakistan to put an end immediately to giving of such
assistance which is an act of aggression against India. If Pakistan
does not do so, the Government of India may be compelled, in self-
defence, to enter Pakistan territory, in order to take military action
against the invaders. The matter is therefore one of extreme
urgency and calls for immediate action by the Security Council
for avoiding a breach of international peace.

2. From the middle of September, 1947, the Government of
India had received reports of infiltration of armed raiders into the
western parts of the Jammu Province of the Jammu and Kashmir
State ; Jammu adjoins West Punjab which is a part of the Domi-
pio:nh of Pakista:l. m’ll“hese raiders {xagf done a t deal of damage
in that area an en possession the territory
State. On the 24th of October, the Gog::tnment.oi India
a major raid from the Frontier Province of the
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MOISU'S t i 4 ]
| u'_ h‘glluu;g, and 1o prevent any intrusion into tl
state of such elements and a ishi 1 >
. . » - nv f : .
o those Sghting b e urnishing of material aid
»
(b) to make known to all concerne

n this and following paragraphs provide full freedom 1«
all subjects of the State, regardless of creed, caste or )artv)
t0 express their views and to vote on the ’ucstion (if ll{(:
accession of the State, and that therefore they should co-
operate in the maintenance of peace and ordcr.‘

d that measures indicated

Su‘n!:cl!\', the (,oxzcrnm.cnt of India should (A) when it is
established 1o the sausfaction of the Commission set up in accord-
ance with the Council’s resolution of January 20 that tribesmen
are withdrawing and that arrangements for cessation of fighting
have become effective, put into operation in consultation with the
Commission a plan for withdrawing their own forces from Jammu
and Kashmir and reducing them progressively to the minimum
srength required for support of the civil power in maintenance of
law and order ;

(B) make known that withdrawal is taking place in stages and
announce the completion of each stage ;

(C) when the Indian forces shall have been reduced to the
minimum strength mentioned in (A) above, arrange in consultation
with the Commission for the stationing of the remaining forces
w be carried out in accordance with the following principles:

1) That the presence of troops should not afford any intimida-
\ tion or al;)pearanoe of intimidation to the inhabitants of

the State.
(2) That as small a n

forward areas.

ich be included in the
3 reserve of troops which may -
(3) '21‘:: 8zmyng ould be located within their present base

arca. :
Thirdly, the Government of India should agree tll;:lto :ngln ;:cil:
time as the plebiscite administration r.eferredd to e
§¢€cssary to cxerci:le P"vw:vri.';d e?if ﬁordmcinn;:raga pl:“g,e" B be
tate f d police : SR 0 ;
heldc mom;aro bpeo ag,eﬁo upon with the plebiscite administrator

: 2(A) above has
Fourthly, after the plan M&ﬁﬁ algz:ﬁhm( e)ach district
Sho:l ut into 0pcrati_%lllve atilised for re-establi o ent and.mm:i
e S0 fax a8 POSt oxder with due TEEC D, (o may be speci-
Minorities subject to such addmll referred to in paragraph 7.
fied by the plebiscite adminisTatio?

umber as possible should be retained in
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from the Chairman of the Commis

,r sion to the Prime Minis
Lette” India dated August 25, 1948. s/

! _your letter of 20 August 1948 rel

7_' ;uaic‘] and mountainous region of the

“.~‘ ir in the North.

fhe Commission wishes me to confirm that, due to the peculiar
jions of this arca, it did not specifically deal with the militarv
of the problem in its Resolution of August 13, 1948. It

ating to the sparsely
State of Jammu and

exr, that the question raised in your letter could be
¢ impicmentatuon of the Resolution.

¢ *

8, from the Minister of Foreign Affairs

tions of Pakistan to the Chairman of

. the Cease-Fire Proposals.
*

n have given their most serious
by the Commission, but regret
dicate their views with regard
n of a number of important
which further elucidation is
emorandum. It would be
d provide the elucidation

sard to_the proposals
nt of Pakistan would
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4. It is the considered opinion of the l-akn.stqnhctﬁvernment that
there are only two practic:tl ways of dealing wit e Jammy and
Kashmir situation, namely: :
(1) to bring about a cease-fire, pure :.md.sxmplc, such as in
" Part I of the Commission's Resolution ; or
(2) to attempt at the very start a cor_nplcw qnd final solution
of the entire Jammu and Kashmir question.

The Pakistan Government regret to note that the Commission
has not adopted the first altcrnati.vc. which would have put a stop
to the fighting immediately, and, 1n the calmer atmosphere thereby
created, would have greatly improved the chances of a final settle-
ment being reached. The result of extending the scope of the
Resolution bevond Part I must inevitably be to bring the whole
field of the dispute under immediate discussion and thereby to
delay the attainment of cease-fire until a final solution of the

whole problem can be agreed upon.
* » » »
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ResoLutioN ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 19, 1948

THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR INDIA AND
PAKISTAN

Having decided to leave for Europe to prepare an interim report
to the Security Council on the present situation in the State of
Jammu and Kashmir, hereby

RESOLVES to appeal to the Governments of India and Pakistan
to use their best endeavours during the absence of the Commis
to lessen the existing tension in this dispute so as furth
prepare the ground for its peaceful final settlement, wh
(Cl;oyernments have declared to be their most sincere a
esire. P

DOCUMENTS CONNECTED WITH THE CEASE-FIRE ON |4
Text of the communiqué issued on Friday,
The Governments of India and of Pakistan h:
United Nations Commission for Igd;.: 2:“];::&
a’ccepnd.th? Pl:ln?gh.pmmbythﬂ & OIlll:-.
of a plebiscite in the State of Jammu and Kasl
of d g the State’s future status, 7
snﬂ;lemem?ry to the Commission’s Resolution c
W th’?uded"ﬁm-! cease-fire and truce. Fo
ment of the two Governments to the Commis
both Governments ordered the forces |
State to cease fire effective at 11.59 p.













































